@ AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH 


benertinen dk Si sarcbecabametr es AN => = Rares 


RALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY AUSTRAL 


5, VOL 18 No. 854 — TUESDAY DECEMBER 2, 1997 ¢ recistereD By AUSTRALIA POST — PUBLICATION NoNecs72e “WV = = Be ee $2. 50 


% AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEFKIY ALISTRAI IAN AND RRITISH 


IWHASNY ATH33M 830005 HSILINS ONY NVIIVHLSnV 


g 
Wedel htt 


/ SOCCER 


A US TFTRALIA 


By Micky Brock 


orman Whiteside 
was the player 
everyone wanted in 
their team - hard (but 
fair), stylish, a 100% 
man that never gave 
up the fight, never 
shirked a tackle, got in 
where it hurts and 
scored some amazing 
goals. 

Everyone wanted a 
player of this calibre but 
no-one wanted to be 
playing against such a 


they were not. On any other given day, 
Australia could have reached double figures, 
such was their dominance. 

Much as it would have been wonderful 
for the code in this country to be represented 
in France next year, it wasn't to be. 

‘That is not to say our players let us down. 

THEY DID NOT! 

Not for these guys the joy of playing in 
the World Cup Finals. 

No matter what, Australia played with 
heart, with guts, determination and spirit. 

Time heals all wounds. The pain of the 
result may soften in the fullness of time. The 
important thing to remind ourselves about is 
the fact that we had the chance, we were 
good enough to give it a go, we almost made player! 

i again. Whiteside began a 

AUSTRALIA DID NOT LOSE A + - 7 

SS 


occer, the World Game or, to gi 

‘it the correct title, Football, is a 
sport of contrasts. The celebration of 
a goal, the coming together of the 
fans, from all walks of life. 

‘The sheer, unadulterated joy of winning 
and the bitter disappointment of a goal 
conceded that breaks the heart. 

Without all of the above, this great game 
of ours would be nothing. 

Over the years, we have all run the gamut 
of emotions described, be it at club, state or 
international level. Obviously, not as a 
player, in most cases, but as that of a fan or 
a parent, 

In the intertwined atmosphere of football, 
such as that of last Saturday night at the 
MCG, a nation came together, to urge on the 
elite of Australian soccer to greater glory. It 
almost came off. 

Sadly, the pundits 
can reflect on where 
the game was won 
and lost, the fans will 


GAME IN THEIR QUALIFYING 
CAMPAIGN FOR THE WORLD CUP 
FINALS. The Australian contingent will not 
be appearing in France because they were 
inferior, nor because they were beaten by a 
better side. 

Most of us were ‘quietly’ confident of the 
right result, but it was snatched away, 
‘smash and grab’ style. 

We must be gracious in defeat and 
congratulate Iran on making the Finals next 
year, just as we mus: be proud of the 
‘Australian players. 

It's a great pity for them, especially after 
coming so near, and yet so far, that the 
magic carpet ride is over. 

Well done guys, you gave your all. You 
did the supporters, the nation and, more 
importantly perhaps, yourselves, proud. 

No-one can could have asked, nor 
demanded, any more of you. We are still 
proud of you. C’est a vie... 


agonising second of the 
game, the players will feel “gutted”. 

To see Craig Foster, fighting to hold back 
the emotion, speak of what amounted to Iran 
‘pulling the rug’ out from underneath 
Australia, was heartbreaking enough. To 
think that he could utter a word after the 
match speaks volumes about the man, 

No-one will feel the pain more than those 
who took part 

‘The game was won or, as it turned out, 
borrowed from Iran early in the second half 
as Aurelio Vidmar notched the second goal, 
after Harry Kewell netted the first, Chances 
were carved out by Australia almost at will. 
Chances need to be put away, unfortunately, 


shortened, but no less 
illustrious, career with 
Manchester United in 1982 
at the age of just 16-years, 
coming off the bench in a 
game against Brighton. 

He became the youngest 
player to play in an FA 
Cup Final at 18-years and 
19 days, the youngest 
player to appear in the 
World Cup Finals - 17- 
years and 41 days, a title 
he took from the legendary 
Pele. 

Several Wembley 
appearances, both FA Cup 
and League, Final goals, 
‘one beauty coming against 
Everton, which turned out 
to be not only the winner, 
but against the team he 
was to join and finish his 
playing days with. 

He describes that goal 
thus: “It came in extra 
time, so as you can 
imagine, | was knackered. 
I received this magical ball 
from Mark Hughes and 
thought: ‘I’d better do 
something with this’. I had 
practiced:this curling.shot 
to the far post in training 
many times, not that it ever 
came off mind you, but it 
felt right to try it here and, 
with the luck of the Irish 
‘on my side, I hit it sweetly 
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supporters in the UK to 
this day. 

During 1988, Whiteside, 
along with team mates 
Paul McGrath and Bryan 
Robson, represented the 
English League Centenary 
side and, how unusual, he 
scored an important goal 
as they beat a ‘Rest of the 
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World’ team at Wembley, 
scene of so many personal 
triumphs for the player. 

He singles out Karl- 
Heinz Forster, former West 
German international, as 
the hardest player he ever 
came up against, and that 
includes a certain Diego 
Maradona. During a 
European Championship 
match in Hamburg, Forster 
was man-marking 
Whiteside in a tough 
encounter, 

He recalls: “The mere 
sight of Forster was 
enough to put you off, but 
his speed and marking 
ability were so good that [ 
never got a touch for 80 
minutes. Their manager 
was under pressure as the 
score remained at 0-0 and, 
with 80,000 screaming 
fans on his back, because 
West Germany were ‘only’ 
playing Northern Ireland 
after all and for them NOT 
to win at home? 

“Anyway, the 
instruction went out for 
Forster to push on into a 
forward position and with 
ten minutes to go, I finally 
got a look at the ball. 

“[ had lost my marker 
and was fortunate enough 
to score the winner, all 
because he was ordered off 
of me.” 

Who is the greatest 
player, according to 
Norman? 

Tune in to ‘Soccer Stop’ 
on Radio One, 1620AM 
(Sydney, Wollongong and 
Newcastle) tomorrow 
night (Wednesday), from 
8.00pm onwards, and you 
MAY find out? 

Otherwise, he will be 
doing the ‘after dinner 
speaking’ circuit that has 
proven so popular in the 
UK. He commands 100 
plus engagements each 
year. 

Obviously, much more 
can, and will, be said about 
a player who has graced 
the world stage with 

-aplomb, but in order for 
that to happen, you'll have 

to attend one of the venues 

he will be appearing at this 
week: 


Tues, Dec 2 (tonight) - 
7.30pm at Rochedale 
Rovers Soccer Club, 
Brisbane - 

Thurs, Dec 4 - 7.30pm 
at North Sydney Leagues 
Club 

Fri, Dec 5 - 7.30pm at 
Blacktown City Soccer 
Club 


Tickets cost $25 each 
and are available by 
ringing 0412 400 302 
(booking is advisable, 
they’re selling fast). 

Having been fortunate 
enough to spend some time 
in Norm’s company, and 
heard many of the tales he 
has to tell, it’s really a case 
of ‘be there or miss out’ 
and, believe me, YOU 
WILL MISS OUT! 


Norman Whiteside - 
The Tour 


Norman Whiteside, 


GLADESVILLE 
RAVENS 
SPORTS CLUB 


COACH WANTED 


for 
WOMEN’S STATE LEAGUE ist Gd 
Excellent opportunity for Level 2 coach interested in the 
women's game. 
Great junior player base, strong 1998 recruitment, space 
stable club and excellent support staff. 


PLAYER POSITIONS STILL OPEN | 


in Women’s State League and in Men’s Premier League 
(Gladesville Homsby Comp) 


Further details contact: 


Jeff Saul 9807 2514 or 015 951 491 
or write to PO Box 282 Gladesville 2111. 


Jointly sponsored by Brad Garlick Ford, Ryde & 


“HURSTVILLE 
CITY 
MINOTAURS SC 


Pre-Season Training and Trials for 
1998 season 
ist Grade, U/21 & U/18 


Commencing: Wed 3 Dec 1997 & 
Fri 5 Dec 1997, and then every 
Wed & Fri until Xmas. 
Venue: Beverly Hills Park, Vanessa Street, 
Beverly Hills 
Time: 6.30 - 8.30pm 


For further information contact: 
Peter Sarikakis (Head Coach) 


9150 8279 (AH) or 0412 407 830 


By John Economos 


Sarawak 


Stumble In Cup 


SARAWAK, the current 
League Champions of the 
Malaysian League and 
coached by Alan Vest, 
stumbled in their seventh 
match of the first round 
in the rich Malaysian 
Cup, going down 1-2 to 
Perlis at the Stadium 
Utama, Sarawak are now 
in great danger of not 
qualifying for the semi- 
finals, which commence 
this Saturday, Dec 6. 

Perlis had proven during 
the league season that they 
were a thorn in the side of 
Sarawak, in fact, they have 
failed to beat Perlis for the 
past two seasons, 

The first half ended 
scoreless, despite Perlis 
raining in no less than nine 
shots on target, 

They fielded a strong line- 
up that included three star 
imports, Nigerian World Cup 
sweeper, Keshi, Liberian 
central midfielder, Alexander 
Freemaf and Belgian striker 
Lafranco Olivier, 

Sarawak’s three foreigners 
were long serving skipper 
and centre back, Dave Evans, 
from Perth, former 
Sunderland player, Billy 
Bone and former Australian 
international Alistair 
Edwards. 


a 


Sarawak’s industrious 
midfielder, Ali Sapiee, 
positioned well forward of 
the first post, head-glanced 
the ball which flashed inside 
the near post to score a well 
deserved, but consolation, 
goal. 

An understandably 
unhappy Alan Vest stated to 
ABSW; “We could have won 
it had we taken our chances. 
Edwards, with a little luck, 
could have had a hat-trick. 
Now we have to rely on 
beating Sabah away in our 
last match and other results to 
go our way.” 

‘Travelling is a nightmare! 
If any Australian players ever 
complain about travelling for 
away matches in the Ericsson 
Cup they should completely 
avoid all aspirations they may 
have about coming across to 
Malaysia to play in the M- 
League. 

For example: Sarawak 

spent no less than nine hours 
travelling to get from 
Kuching to play Perlis and 
this is how it was done. 
The squad flew out of 
Kuching to Singapore, 
disembarked, sat in the transit 
lounge for an hour, caught 
another flight back into Kuala 
Lumpur, transit lounge again, 
before catching yet another 
flight to Keda. 

Once in Keda, the squad 
caught a bus for the hour plus 
drive to their hotel. 

Talk about ‘Around The 
World In Three Days’. 


Scott Ollerenshaw Sabah’s striker twice hit the cross 
bar. 


Having weathered a torrid 
first half storm from Perlis, 
Sarawak came back into the 
game after the break, but, 
ironically, it was Perlis that 
opened the scoring ten 
minutes from the bell. A 
‘double deflection’ enabled 
Freeman to strike into the 
target. 

Sarawak hit back earlier 
with two chances falling to 
attacking left-midfielder 
Alistair Edwards, who shaved 
the post and then rattled the 
cross-bar with a left-footed 
rising drive from 14-metres 
out on the left, Perlis then 
went further ahead in the 
86th minute through Domi 
Che Non. 

With time fast running out, 
Vest pushed centre-back 
Evans forward as a target 
man and Edwards through the 
middle just off him. 

Seconds from full time, 
Edwards had a one-on-one 
with the Perlis custodi 
who was able to turn his 
effort around the post for a 


corner. 
From the ensuing cross, 
fired in from the left, 


175 Million 


Sponsorship 
Deal 


DUNHILL, the 
international Tobacco 
Company, just recently 
signed a major, and 
lucrative, sponsorship 
deal with the Football 
Association of Malaysia 
(FAM) for a period of 
five years. 

The super-rich deal will 
ensure Malaysian soccer, 
especially the National 
Soccer League, is in an 
extremely fine financial 
situation. 

The cash rich sponsorship 
is for five years and is $175 
million Malaysian, roughly 
translating to $A14.6 million 


per year. 

Not a bad deal if you can 
getit. 

‘As well, something you 
don’t see in the Australian 
press, full page colour adverts 
are placed by Dunhill, 
advertising the coming 


weekend's League fixture 
schedule. 


M-League To 
Split 
SERIOUS discussions are 
now taking place with 
FAM that, for next 
season, the M-League 
will be split into two 
groups consisting of eight 

teams. 

At the end of the campaign, 
the top two teams, one from 
each section, will play-off for 
the League Championship. 

The current format for the 
Teague is just the one group of 
15 clubs. 

But FAM is also 
contemplating the upgrading 
of their Olympic squad (for 
the 2000 Sydney Olympics), 
and keeping them together to 
make up the 16th team, which 
will prove an excellent 
preparation for 2000. 

It is also being planned 
that Malaysia’s Olympic 
team will fill the role as the 
national senior team of 
Malaysia. 


KKK 


SOCCER stadiums in 
Malaysia are a revelation 
for someone coming from 
Australia. 

They are all built tightly 
around the playing pitch, 
creating not only a great 
atmosphere but also having 
well positioned seating. The 
playing surfaces are perfect, 
if not almost immaculate. 

The grass is lush and very 
green, well manicured whilst 
the surface is rolled perfectly 
flat. 

The markings are always 
very clearly marked out, exits 
are well spaced with excellent 
lighting for night matches. 

‘The ground at Perlis, for 
example, the Stadium Utama, 
has a capacity of 20,000 with 
four huge towers, one at each 
corner. Each tower has 50 
powerful lamps, giving a total 
of 200 high-powered globes 
that saturate the playing 
surface with what looks like 
daylight conditions, 

Sarawak’s newly built 
stadium, in the capital of 
Kuching, is a mega-structured 
affair, recently built for the 
World Youth Championships. 
It is world class with plenty 
of thought put into ‘the 
construction, future 
maintenance, comfort and 
attractive appearance. 

Crowd capacity is some 
44,500, with superb lighting 
facilities, all-seated, colour 
coded tiers and an undulating 
half-roof. 

The roof is made of 
stretched out canvassing that 
is tightly strapped over steel 
tubes that spear out across the 
top of the seats, to provide 
cool shading. 

For the press, there are five 
sections, each consisting of 
seven individual seats that 
have been cordoned off from 
the public section. 

Each journalist has a 
writing bench, power points, 
plus a small individual 
fluorescent tube to 
accommodate coverage 
during night matches. 

‘Allexits and walkways are 
fully tiled, with hand-rails 
made of stainless steel tubing. 

The entire playing area is 
encircled with a world class, 
synthetic, nine lane athletics 
track, 


Sabah Edge Out 
Sarawak 


SARAWAK, the recently 
crowned champions of 
the M-League, were 
unexpectedly stopped in 
their tracks on Saturday 
night at the Litkas 
Stadium, when Sabah 
defeated them 2-1 to 
torpedo Alan Vest’s 
hopes of achieving the 
League and Cup 
‘double’. 

This was a match that 
Sarawak had to win to qualify 
for the semi-finals, provided 
other results went their way, 
but it wasn’t to be, 

Vest's side was severely 
depleted with no less than 
five players being out with 
injury. Sabah, last season's 
League champions, are 
coached by another Aussie 
expatriate, Ronnie Smith 
(former head coach of the 
AIS), drew first blood as 
early as the fourth minute, 

A 25-metre rocket fired on 
target by their Bosnian 
central-midfielder, Seslija 
Milomier, shocked Sarawak. 

Sabah played with their 
other two imports (each 
Malaysian club is permitted 
three), Bosnian centre-back, 
Kovacevic, and former St 
George international striker, 


Scott Ollerenshaw, who 


rattled the woodwork twice, 
the second from a strong 
header whipped in from the 
left. 


Having escaped this 
danger, Sarawak’s luck 
finally ran out ten minutes 
before the break when, from a 
corner, Sabah right-hand 
striker, Jelius Ating Tabias, 
headed into the target. 

Sarawak badly missed the 
enforcing ball-winning skills 
of former Sunderland 
midfielder Billy Bone, as 
‘Sabah asserted its authority in 
the ‘engine room’. 

Four minutes after the 
break, any hopes for a 
Sarawak semi-final berth 
flickered for a brief moment 
when the champions caught 
out Sabah badly, and pulled 
back a goal by their former 
Malaysian _ international 
striker, Affendi. 

Without doubt, however, 
Sabah’s current Malaysian 
national keeper, Khaiul 
Azman Mohamad, made no 
less than three magnificent 
blocks to thwart Sarawak 
from not only winning, but 
denying them even a draw. 

With 20 minutes 


remaining, and still trailing 
by a goal, Vest, desperate for 
a victory, pushed forward his 
giant captain, and tenacious 
Australian centre-back, Dave 
Evans, to partner fellow 


Mehmet Durakovic. 
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Australian Alistair Edwards 
up front. 

Sarawak coach, Alan Vest, 
reflected to ABSW afier this 
game: “This season has 
caught up with us, We had 
five players out with injury 
and we just don’t have the 


desired depth to be able to 


afford to have that many out. 
“T can’t really complain 
about my players 
commitment or their attitude 
in this game,” he concluded. 
Meanwhile, a satisfied 
Sabah coach, Ronnie Smith, 
evaluated: “Considering the 
fact that this Cup game was, 
for us, purely academic, I was 
pleased with my players 
commitment as we tried to 
play attacking soccer and not 
to disappoint our fans in our 
very last game of the season.” 
In other Cup and pre-semi 
matches played, Perlis 
defeated Perak 2-0, Negri 
went down 1-2 to Brunei 
whilst Kedah drew 2-2 with 
Kuala Lumpur in a match that 
saw some crowd disturbance, 
In the first leg of the semi- 
finals, starting on Saturday, 
current cup holders, Selangor, 
coached by former Chelsea 
player Steve Wicks, take on 
Perlis whilst Pahang now 
meet Brunei. 


Kak kK 


LAST Saturday night in 
Malaysia (Sabah in 
fact), drama broke out 
as a group of 
Australian players, two 
coaches and ABSW 
columnist John 
Economos, were glued 
to the gripping ‘live’ 
telecast of the 
Australia v Iran World 
Cup qualifier being 
played at the MCG. 

Just when Australia held a 
2-0 lead in the second half, 
the band of Aussies had to 
leave their TV sets to race off 
to the Litkas Stadium for 
their match in the Malaysian 
Cup, Sabah v Sarawak. 

The wife of Sabah coach, 
Ronnie Smith, Alison, was 
entrusted with the task to 
finish watching the match 
with instructions to telephone 
them on their mobiles the 
very second any further goals 
were scored, 

Call number one came 
though in the car, which 
included the Sarawak coach. 

Horror engulfed the car’s 
cabin as fear struck in. 

The journey continued 
when the second call came 
through to break the dreaded 
news of Iran's equalising goal 
had just gone into the net. 

Alison was instructed to 
stay on the line and do a 
“Martin Tyler’ for the rest of 
the game. 


BANKSTOWN 
CITY LIONS 
SOCCER CLUB 


“1997 NSW Waratah Cup Grand Finalists and 
1997 NSW Super League Semi-Finalists” 


Is holding TRIALS for the 1988 Season 


1st Grade (Senior Lions), Under 21 
(Junior Lions) and Under 18s (Cubs) 


Venue: Middleton Park, 
Hume Highway/Smith Street 


Bass Hill 


Dates: 30 Nov (Sunday) 10.00am 
3 Dec (Wednesday) 6.30pm 


5 Dec (Friday) 6.30pm 


for further information contact the 
Club Secretary on: 


(02) 9708 4572 (AH) or 0416 010 948 


1st Grade Coach: Bill Kuleski 
Formerly MARCONI) 
U21 & U18 Coach: Roberto Viera 


PRAIRIEWOOD 
UNITED SC 


FEDERATION SIDE: 
First and Res Grade 
Sunday: Nov 30 
Sunday: Dec 7 
Time: 3pm 


Venue: Calabria Sports Ground, 
Restwell Rd, Pralriewood 


Also: Southern District P/L 
Players wanted 
Venue: As above. 
Time: 1pm. 


For further information contact: 


Roy: 0412 248 811 
Dom: 0412 001 214 


ROCKDALE CITY 
SUNS SOCCER CLUB 


TRIALS SEASON 1998 


NEW PLAYERS WELCOME FOR: 
FIRST GRADE, 
U21S AND U/18S 


EVERY TUESDAY AND THURSDAY 6PM 
SATURDAY 4PM 
ALL THROUGH NOV & DEC 


VENUE: ROCKDALE ILINDEN SPORTS CTR 
(ENTRANCE OPP SPRING & TERRY STS) 


FURTHER INFO CONTACT: 
CLUB SEC: MENDO CKLAMOVSKI 
ON 9822 6594 OR 041 928 7907 
FIRST GRADE COACH: 

BILL PILOVSKI ON 9567 6108 


VEMBER 25,1997, 3 


th» ABSW 


IRAN PULL RUG FROM 


UNDER AUSTRALIA 


Fr 
stralia will not be 
joing to France for — Jo: 

next year’s World — gui 

Cup Finals after being be 

held to a 2-2 draw by Iran 

on Saturday at a packed 
and inspirational MCG. 
The Socceroos outplayed 
their visitors in every 
department, even Iranian cai 
coach Valdeir Vierra fa 
admitting as much after the — ga 
game, saying his side did not 


unt 


deserve a draw. 

But draw they did and their 
players celebrated after the 
match with some 10,000 
Iranian fans who made up the 
estimated 85,000 plus crowd, 
the largest ever for a Socceroo 
game, on a night that 
Australian soccer, and 
Australian sport, will never 
forget. 


The MCG had an 
atmosphere ten times that of 
an AFL Grand Final or any 
cricket game, most of them 
cheering Australia, yet in the 
end, many left the ground 
bitterly disappointed, some in 
tears. 

Coach Terry Venables was 
almost in disbelief at the after 
match press conference, 
likening the feeling to that of 
England's exit from Euro 96. 

“I'm feeling very low, all 
the boys are devastated. I 
don’t think they deserved 
that,” he said. 


looked a good side who will 
be in the competition in 


rance,” 

The Socceroos have not 
st a game under the 
idance of Venables and will 
, along with Angola, the 


only team not to qualify for 
France while remaining 


beaten in the qualifiers. 
But the cold hard truth is 


that in the last three qualifying 


mpaigns, Australia have 
‘iled to win crucial home 
mes, 


It never looked like 


Australia would draw this one 
though, after a start that was 
bizarre, They could have been 
five goals to the good in the 
‘opening ten minutes! 


Barely 40 seconds had 


Match Stats 
Australia v Iran 


Date: Saturday, November 29, 1997 
Venue: MCG, Australia 
Crowd: 85,000 (estimated), 


AUSTRALIA: Bosnich, Moore (Amold 
83), Lazaridis, Horvat, Tobin, Zelic, 
Slater (T. Vidmar 81), Foster, Viduka, A. 
Vidmar (Tapai 81), Kewell. 


IRAN: Abadzadeh, Pasharzadeh, 
Sadavisad (Tahami 75) (| li 89), 
Shahrody (Mansourian 57), Estilli, 
Bagheri, Mahdavikia, Azizi, Daei 


SCORER: 
Australia: Kewell 31, A. Vidmar 47 
iran: Bagheri 76, Azizi 79 


elapsed when Aurelio Vidmar 
had a glorious chance to score. 

Mark Viduka slipped a 
terrific pass inside to Viddy, 
but his tame shot, with just the 
goalie to beat, was well saved 
by Iran's Abedzadeh. 

The Iranian defence looked 
totally disorganised and shell 
shocked, with further efforts 
from Viduka, Moore, Kewell 
and Vidmar again failing to 
find their target. If it was a 
boxing match you would have 
predicted an early knockout, 
but the Socceroos just could 
not find the killer blow. 

“We could have had a hat 
full,” said a rueful Venables 
later. 

However, the intense 
pressure finally created the 
goal the Aussies so 
desperately needed. 

Aurelio Vidmar, with some 
lovely jinking down the flank 


genuine prospect. The 
dangerous Lazaridis - one of 
‘Australia’s best on the night - 
sent in another cross from the 
left after a teasing run, it was 
met by Kewell who at the far 
post headed it back to Foster, 
whose header looped onto the 
bar, with Aurelio Vidmar 
picking up the rebound to 
blast home, 

Australia were on fire, and, 
despite a delay due to a 
problem with the netting of 
the goal, seemed focussed on 
finishing the job and the 24 
year dream. 

Australia kept terrorising 
the Iranian defence, but 
incredibly it was the visitors 
who rode their luck with a 
scrappy goal put away by the 
previously quiet Karim 
Bagheri. 

Then just three minutes 
later the _ unthinkable 
happened: the Iranians scored 
the equaliser, 

Ali Daei, the giant striker, 
played a sublme ball through 


created enough space for a 
low cross that was directed at 
Viduka, he and the defender 
missed the ball but Kewell 
and Tobin were lining up 
courtesy of some dodgy 
defending, and it was Kewell 
who finished decisively with 
his right boot. The joy of the 
Aussies and their fans was 
palpable. 

‘The visitors then threatened 
to level two minutes before 
the break, with Bosnich 
coming out to smother a break 
from midfield by Mehdi 
Mahdavikia, after he sprung a 
rather flat-footed offside trap 
from an Azizi through ball. 


“ thought they played so SS Two minutes after the 
well, we made them look == break and Australia were two 
nowhere near a good side. We AURELIO VIDMAR goals up, and France seemed a 
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to little Azizi, his pace was 
too much for the square 
Socceroo defence, and the 
Asian player of the year 
calmly showed why he is 
rated so highly by slotting it 
past a helpless Bosnich in a 
‘one-on-one, 

The following fifteen 
minutes were deperate. The 
Iranians used every trick in 
the book to waste time, while 
the Socceroos, urged on by a 
magnificent crowd tried 
everything to score, but the 
looks on the Socceroo faces 
told the story: a couple of 
sucker punches had knocked 
out their dreams. 

In that final hectic few 
minutes, sub Graham Amold 
had the best opportunity to 


score, but the keeper was, 
again, up to it. 

After the game, Vierra 
admitted that “the best team 
did not win today.” 

‘The remarkable interest and 
media coverage of the game 
made him understand how 
important it was to Australia. 

“Tam happy, but sad on the 
other hand because Australian 
football loses a lot.” 

His opposite number, Terry 
Venables, has a contract until 
next year, but Soccer 
Australia chairman David Hill 
said that they may be 
extending the contract. 


alt 


ERNIE TAPAI. 


Terry Venables & Raul Blanco: In happier times. 


And Venables hit back at 
reports in Europe that 
Australia has some good 
players but is not a good team. 

“Anyone who saw the team 
tonight can’t take them as 
lightweights anymore. They 
can say we are a serious side, 
but we haven’t got the result, 
but they saw the game and 
will know we've got good 
players and a good team.” 


Chairman Hill was 


is not fair. | am gutted. 


JODEE ROGERS: 


IDI RATOS: 


ABSW COMMENTS: 


MICKY BROCK: 

After such a show of spirit, guts and determination, 
the sadness inside will take a long time to ease. 
Proud of all the boys for their performance. 


AIDAN ORMOND: 

The passion of the night in that brilliant setting 
showed once and for all that soccer is the biggest 
and most important sport in the country. We 
deserve to be in the World Cup; life sometimes just 


A great tragedy. | just hope the game's future 
promotion is not affected too much by this loss. | 
am sure every true Australian Soccer supporter 
feels tremendous sadness, like we all do at ABSW. 


ANDREW AKRATOS: 
The worst result in the history of Australian sport. 


‘olves marker George 
Souris has been able 
to clinch a place in the side, 
thanks to a training ground 
injury sustained by fellow 
defender Robbie Stanton, 
just as Souris was looking 
like he was going to have a 
battle to cement a regular 
spot. 
Souris is up against Stanton 
and Alvin Ceccoli, who have 
had impressive starts to the 


year, in coach 
‘Theodorakopoulos’ defensive 
plans, 


In training 48 hours before 
the recent home game against 
Marconi, Stanton clashed with 
Matt Horsley and limped 
away from Brandon Park, 

He was diagnosed as 
having torn a hamstring and 
faced four weeks away from 
the game, As a result, Souris 
was promoted to the team to 
play Marconi, He told 
ABSW; “IT have been in 
Robbie's (Stanton) position 
myself in the past, 

“Injuries are part and 
parcel of the game and I want 
to hold my place in the side, 1 
think I have justified my 
selection,” 

Souris, who played in the 
national league with 


Oppor 


tunity knocks 
for Souris 


Anthony Surjan, and last 
season he joined Wolves 
defender David Huxley in the 
Parramatta side. 


Reda faces a fine or a 
suspension when the Wolves 
board meet this week. 


tok 
hk 

Wolves win over 
Gippsland came at a cost. 
Flatmates Sonny Sevin and 
Neil Harlock were stretchered 
from the field during the 
game. 

Harlock, a New Zealand 
international, has fractured an 
ankle and could be out for up 
to ten weeks. Meanwhile the 
livewire Sevin suffered 
ligament damage and will 
miss at least three games. 

Harlock’s injury gave new 
signing, David Huxley, his 
big chance against South 
Melbourne. The versatile 
Huxley is equally at home as 
a marker or in midfield. 


Wollongong midfielder, 
Michael Reda, _ faces 
disciplinary action after an 
incident in Adelaide, when 
City played the Sharks at 
‘Thebarton Oval. 

It is believed that Reda 
spoke to Sharks coach, Adrian 
Santrac, and in this 
conversation was critical 
had bout his coach. When 

Theodorakopoulos heard 
about the conversation and 
confronted the player, the pair 
spoke heatedly after the match 
as aresult. 

When the team trained on 
the following Tuesday night, 
the coach ordered Reda to 


Parramatta three years ago, 
said he feared he wouldn’t get 
another chance in the big 
league. Fortunately for him he 
was playing in a powerful 
Super League side and 


Theodorakopoulos 
watched him a few times: 
“Nick offered me the chance 
to play with Wolves and I 
jumped at it. I’m very happy 
at Wollongong, they are a 
stable club and the players get 
on very well together. 

“T honestly think Wolves 


will have a successful season, “ain with the youth team until tok 
“There is a lot of interest be decitgd swfiat action to) Bie 
down here, especially with the “Ke. OM snnponers 


Theodorakopoulos said numbered more than 100 at 
Reda rang him the following the Sth — Melbourne- 
morning and apologised: “I Wollongong clash at the Bob 
respect people in my business Jane Stadium on Friday night, 
or in soccer,” the Wolves They were in town for the 
coach said, Austr: 

“I believe Reda following night. Many wore 
undermined me and his team their shirts and 
mates with his actions in vociferously supported the 


Adelaide.” Wolves. 
=a! 


consortium takeover, and the 
club has a lot of ambition.” 

Souris played his junior 
football at Earlwood and 
Canterbury, making his senior 
debut with Bankstown at the 
age of 15. 

While there, and later at 
Parramatta, he played 
alongside Wolves midfielder 


NEWCASTLE: 


UPDATE 


ROWDIES' IN WATER 
BOMB INCIDENT? 


By Dane Skafte 


ials of Neweastle 
Breakers are 
increasingly concerned over 
an incident during the 
Carlton fixture last month. 

The Carlton keeper was hit 
in the back with a water bomb 
while taking a free-kick, 
thrown by a Breakers fan on 
the northern end of the 
ground. 

This behaviour is certain to 
damage the reputation of the 
fans and reflects badly on the 
*rowdies, despite the fact that 
the perpetrator was unknown 
to them, 

The ‘prank’ has thrown 
serious doubts over plans for 
the ‘rowdies’ to play several 
novelty matches over the next 
few home games. 

Foe 


The NNSW Women’s 
soccer team will take a 
break from formal training 
over the festive season. 

Coach Mark Jones 
believes his side needs a 
break until early in the New 
Year, when they will resume 
training for the Ansett 
Australia Summer Series. 

He explained that NNSW 
will travel to Canberra in 
January, to play against 
South Australia, Queensland 
and Victoria in the cross- 
over of pools. 

“It would place us in a 
very good position should 
we win all three games,” 
predicted Jones. 


® 
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VY TOPPER 


Breakers Promotional 
Dept has, over the years, 
provided many autographed 
playing strips for the NBN 
Telethon and many other 
charities. 

This year, the club will 
haye any shirt signed so 
long as it is purchased at the 
‘Jersey Joint’ at Topper 
Stadium. 


Fans have been asked to 
leave shirts there during 
business hours and they will 
be autographed and returned 
later. 

Prices start at $44 (Jnr) 
and $75 (Snr). For more 
information, contact the 
club on: (02) 4951 2722 


kk 


South Korea.251.00 
alee U.S.A vse 251.00 
VISA, Mastercard and Bankeard Igaudi Arabia: 51.00 
| facilities available ral e 


UNITED 


SouTH AUSTRALIA 


SOCCEROO FEVER 
HITS ADELAIDE 


reflexes, awareness and 
sharpened up their ball 
skills.” 


their pre-season training. 
They were happy to play 
FUTSAL as it increased their 


MOOREBANK SPORTS 
CLUB LTD. SOCCER CODE 
Mens: DIVISION 1 
Players required for 
1st Grade, U/21 and U/15 Trials 
every Tue and Thurs nights 7.00pm 
at Hammondville Park. Heathcote 
Road, Moorebank. 


Contacts: Arthur Sullivan 
9825 2397 uw 9648 5007 
Alfredo Barious (coach) 


9605 1503 
Womens: STATE LEAGUE DIV 1 
1ST GRADE and 2ND GRADE 

Contact: Frank Griffen 
Rams were approached by us 


and agreed it to be part of 


Mark Read's 
Darwin All Sports 


Sports betting on all major International Events 


Premier League Big Match 

Div. Draw Div. 

2.70 Liverpool 3.25 Man Utd 2.30 
Kick off 10.15pm Saturday EDST 


Who will score the first goal? 


By Val Migliaccio 


the City of Adelaide was 

buzzing in anticipation 
of Australia qualifying for 
the World Cup. 

Last Saturday night, ‘The 
Office’ nightclub screened 
the match while music was 
blaring in the background as 
the punters were partying. 

When Australia scored 
their first goal, an almighty 
roar was heard over the noise 
and scenes of jubilation, 

No doubt “The Office’ did 
extremely well with their bar 
takings. 

Super League 

FUTSAL 


South Australian Rugby 
Super league club, Adelaide 
Rams, have played a couple 
of FUTSAL matches as part 
of their training for the 
coming season, against 
Adelaide Force, at the 
Campbelltown Sporting 
Complex. 

Force FUTSAL manager, 
David White, said: “The 


France 98 


K.Riedle.. 


S.McManaman 


P.Berger .... 
P.Ince... 
G.Pallistet 
IN.Ruddock 
Other quotes available 


Prices available for the Premier League, 
Ericsson cup, Serie A, Division One and 
many others 
Open your account today and enter the future 


of football betting 
Telephone: 08 8941 8330 All betting is TAX 


‘South Africa...81.00, 
Cameroon. 


Licensed by the Govt. of the Northern 
Territory, Australia 


www.international-allsports.com.au 
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Dear Sir 

A couple of weeks ago you 
made mention of how it 
would give great inspiration 
to our Socceroos to know that 
all of Australia would be 
watching their last two World 
Cup qualifiers. 

Spare a thought for those 
of us who are not fortunate 
enough to be considered, by 
our Government, as worthy 
recipients of SBS, Hence, we 
have no access to view these 
two games, or indeed, any 
Australian games. Nor are we 
likely to have SBS in time to 


What Coverage? 


view the World Cup when it 
commences next year. It 
would seem that the 
government has priorities that 
do not include bringing us in 
line with the majority of 
Australians. 

My family would like to 
wish the Socceroos every 
success with the return leg on 
Saturday, May they climb to 
even greater heights than they 
did last Saturday. We'll be 
listening for news updates on 
their success. 

Mrs Jan Munday-Barber 

Rockhampton, Qld 


Letters to 
the Editor 


Have your say on any soccer issue in 
the world. Preference will be given to 
short letters. Include daytime phone 
mumber for verification. 


AUSTRALIAN & 
BrinisH Soccer 
WeekLy 


Fax: (02) 9550-9332 


AUSTRALIA 


Happier times 
for Australia 


Short letters of about 400 words will be given preference in this column. 


The opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect those of this newspaper 


I'm compelled! 


SOCCER 


Advertise in ABS W 
Ask us about our 
Special 
discounts 
for multiple ads. 


We will prepare your 
ad from 
a rough draft. 


Contact us Mon, Wed, 
Thu, Fri or Sun on: 


02 95620559 


Dear Sir, 

I feel compelled to let someone know about 
an observation I have made in this season's 
local junior Futsal competition. 

The competition is for the combined age 
group of nine to ten year olds in the Mlawarra 
area, 

In the past three years, the team that I have 

managed has been playing good soccer and 
continually improving their ball skills. This 
year, all of that is staring to change and 
disappear as, when playing the older age 
groups, there appears a tendency to “boot the 
ball’. 
‘As soon as the kids reach a certain physical 
level, they understand that in a short court they 
can kick the ball from one end to the other and, 
mind you, quite hard as well. 

It becomes annoying that a goalkeeper can 
drop kick the ball straight into the opponents? 
goal. 

Also, with ‘kick-ins’, the young player 


ABSOLUTELY 
DEVASTATED 


up the ball and ‘toe-poke" it at a hundred miles 
an hour towards the opposition goal and hope 
for the best. 

‘As it can be seen, Futsal for young players 
has become a game where the biggest ‘toe- 
poker’ wins out. 

Hence, the skill level from the game i 
disappearing. It might improve as they get 
older but at this young age, this is where the 
skill needs to be developed. I used to enjoy 
watching the dribbling and passing skills of 
young kids - slowly 1 am starting to detest the 
game. 

I feel some of the rules need looking at, for 
in instance, the goalkeeper is not allowed to 
score from a drop-kick, and a shot should not 
be allowed in the opponents” half from a ‘kick 
in 


if anyone feels the same way, I would be 
pleased to hear from you. 

G Plakias 
Figtree, NSW 
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Craig Moore 


Dear Sir, 

Like 18 million other 
Australians, Tam absolutely 
devastated, for the moment, 
by the elimination of the 
Socceroos from the World 
Cup. 
After what had looked like 
our best opportunity in 24- 
years, it has again slipped 
through our fingers at the final 
hurdle, 

Unfortunately, many soccer 
‘experts’ gave the boy's the 
‘kiss of death’ by arrogantly 
predicting we would win by 
two or three goals at home, 
and the boys played 
accordingly once they got the 
two goal lead, instead of 
desperately defending as they 
searched for the third goal, to 
please the crowd and finish 
off our opponents. 

We know what happened 
during a five minute lapse of 


not lost. Let's look on the 
positive side of things. 

Firstly, a record crowd of 
98,000 saw the game at the 
M.C.G. and don’t forget, over 
150 other countries didn’t 
make it all the way to France 
either, where soccer is the 
number one game. 

We have been denied the 
right to travel to the World 
Cup Finals by a team that is 
the number one in Asia, along 
with South Korea, which 
represents some three billion 
people from over 40 countries 
in that continent. 

Please let's not hear agai 
from the so-called “soceay 
experts’, that we have the 
easiest possible draw in future 
because Asian football has 
improved in leaps and bounds 
over the past 24 years with all 
the money and resources the 
oil rich Middle East countries 


etc, 

Finally, while T am not a 
soccer coach, nor expert, T 
feel that with the ‘away goals’ 
rule, being counted as 
‘double’, unlike 24 years ago, 
it makes a lot more sense to 
score as many goals as 
possible away from home, not 
to sit back after one goal to 
either win or draw a match. 

Having said that, Australia 
was disadvantaged with only 
three games in four months in 
what amounts to, in this day 
and age of professionalism, a 
crime in itself. 

Look at the positives that 
have come out of this and all 
is not doom and gloom. 

It's time to start planning 
our next World Cup 
campaign, with a Gold Medal 
victory for the Olyroos in the 
Sydney 2000 games, 

D Scullino, 


concentration, however, all is 


can spend on foreign coaches 


Nerang, Qld. 


OVER THE TOP 


Dear Sir, 

With hindsight, would you not agree that the 
front page headline of two weeks ago was @ 
little ‘over the top’? 

I will be at the MCG on Saturday with my 
family and I do not take my family to “wars 

On another matter, | sympathise with the 
management of Sydney United, whose fans 
obviously want to boycott games at Parramatta 
Stadium. Most people probably think Soccer 
Australia were a bit ‘high handed’ in their 
demands on the club after least season's hugely 
inflated ‘trouble’, but to abandon your team 
over the principal is being a bit bloody minded. 

A crowd of 6,500 for the Marconi game was 
pathetic. I reckon there were 5,000 Marconi 
fans and the same 1,500 United fans who have 
supported the previous home games. 

‘And finally, congratulations to the boys for 
coming out of Tehran with a draw, and to our 
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Women’s team for a great result against the 
Olympic Silver Medallists, China. 

T look forward to Janene Mar's report, she 
does a great job covering the women's gam 
But can you please get a few more women’s 
photos in the library? 

Keep up the good work. 


S&B Watt, 
Kings Langley, NSW 


Editor's note: 

1/ It WAS war, ‘footie war’, Nothing more, 
nothing less 

2/ Janene is marvellous at her job but 
getting photos of the women’s side is like 
growing ‘hens’ teeth’! 

The AWSA are not all that forward in 
sending them out, although they, and Janene, 
have been asked several times. 


Zeljko Kalac: Like Craig Moore, totally devastated, 


THE WAY 
FORWARD 


Dear Sir, 

I recently attended the 
Marconi ys Sydney, United 
match at Parramatta Stadium, 
only the second time I have 
watched a game at 
Parramatta. 

Tcome from a ‘non-soccer’ 
background, but both my boys 
play and I have developed a 
love for the game. My kids 
have had the talent and luck 
to take part in the Youth 
League competition and I 
have absolutely no doubt that 
the quality and commitment 
by our young people will see 
the World Game dominate in 
this country ... eventually. 

BUT, why are so many 
hanging on to the ethnicity of 
the game in oup.country 7? 
Everybody knows that United 
were conceived and grown in 
the hearts and minds of the 
Croatian/Australian 
community, and much praise 
to this group of people for 
their foresight and passion. 
Their 

achievements, just like 
many other ethnic groups, 
have contributed 
immeasurably to our shared 
home. 


The time has come to now 
let go. United, Marconi et al 
do not belong to a small 
group, we must open our 
minds and hearts to all 
Australians, The passionate 
chants in a foreign language 
do nothing to encourage 
average Anglo-Saxons, like 
me, to rejoice in the 
achievements that have been 
made, There are many people 
like me who support the 
game, but don’t feel any 
allegiance to the game at an 
elite level, in fact, I think 
many people feel threatened 
by the current image of the 
game, 

My dad (an immigrant), 
always said: “Never forget 
where you came from, but 
always keep a sharp focus on 
where you are going.” 

Aussie Soccer needs to 
look forward and embrace all 
Aussies, no matter what your 
heritage is, We can always 
show respect and honour for 
our backgrounds; our future is 
in a shared love of the game 
and its people. 


GJ., 
Sydney, NSW 


By ReyRy, 


ee 6 
Southern Division 

entleigh Greens caused an upset with a 2-0 away win over South 

Melbourne Rockets. Both goals came in the first half, with 
Leandros Refojos scoring after 14 minutes and Steve Gogos netting 
just before the interval. The second half was very even, and the 
Rockets came close to scoring on a number of occasions, including 
one effort which seemed to run along the goal line before being 
cleared. : 

Ozan Kara fired a free-kick over the bar for the Rockets, and 
Greens’ substitute, Mark Clitnoyici, tried hard to force his way 
through with several solo runs, 

Gippsland Falcons had a comfortable four-nil win over Altona 
Magic in their Latrobe Valley clash. It was 3-0 at half time after Billy 
Mitroulps had scored twice, the latter on the stroke of half time. 
Adrian Savage got the other after 28 minutes, Alex Halikias added a 
late goal for the Falcons, whose top players included Jonathan 
Buhagiar and Antony Collins. The pick for Magic were Goran 
Bogdanoyski and Nick Bogoevski, 

Albury Wodonga finally got its first win of the season, and pretty 
comprehensive it was too, 3-0 
against the Melbourne 
Knights at home, Pedro 
Afonso scored after 52 
minutes and the Knights had 
no answer. Adam Carmody 
made it two after 77 and 
Quentin O'Grady added a 
third in the last minute. The 
Knights even failed from the 
Spot when the ball hit the post. 

Tn a match from round one, 
the VIS beat South Melbourne 
by 2-1 at Kim Reserve. Zoran 
Petrevski put VIS 1-0 up from the penalty spot after 21 minutes and 
Fabio Lettieri added a second after 61 minutes, just before Kozaris 
pulled one back for South. Murray Baume reports that the Institute 
played a strong game and was pleased to get the win in a very 
competitive match. 

In other news, Carlton temporarily lost Alex Josifovski, Pece 
Siveski, Serdar Pir and Cameron Pino, who are off to New Zealand 
with the Australian Schoolboys team. Good luck lads. 


Northern Division 


Bryce Le Petit, Nic 


Back Row: Frank Scott (coach), Daniel Haigh, Tim Waggott, Matthew Nicholls, Kai Patch, 
Baker, Dean Le Petit. 


je ACT Academy of Sport beat Sydney United Colts by a single 
goal to nil, netted by a Jimmy Baxter. If he turns out to be as 
good as the Glasgow Rangers’ star of the same name, he will be a 
great asset to soccer in this country. 

Marconi Fairfield, and their Colts side, shared the points in a 2-2 
draw. Ali Karnib and Jason Lucia scored for the senior side and 
Mark Hagger and Alan Lo Porta for the Colts. 

Newcastle Breakers hung on to beat Queensland Academy of 
Sport by 3-2 in a thriller. Greg Owens, Chris Tanceyski and Mark 
Nicholson were the scorers for Breakers, with Royce Brownlie 
scoring twice for the Queenslanders. 

A Colin Luff hat-trick was the highlight of Wollongong City’s 4-1 
away win over UTS Olympic Colts. Chad Bishop added a fourth goal 
for Wolves after 34 minutes and Bruce Ghamraoui pulled one back a 
minute later. 

Mile Sterjovski scored in the first minute and this proved to be the 


play for senior Ericsson Cup sides. 


knock-out tournament. 


THREE! 


Willingness to listen and learn. 


coach. 


Matt Bell: One of the many Youth League players who have gone on to 


Alstonville Primary 
School: Champions 


lhe boys soccer side from Alstonville primary 
have been crowned winners of the 1997 NSW 
P,S.S.A. (Primary Schools’ Soccer Association) 


During the knock-out rounds, the team played 
nine games, scored 47 goals and conceded only 


Coach Frank Scott said the team had a well 
organised and committed defence, constructive and 
creative midfield and an entertaining attack. 
“They have great ball skills, which have been 
developed since grade six, and an enthusiasm and 


“Much of the team’s success was built around a 
teamwork approach, with every player doing his 
{job and supporting others,” declared a very proud 


ABSW wishes the boys well and hopes to see a 
few of their names in the full national side one day. 


only goal of the game in a tightly fought match between the league 
leaders in the Northern Division, AIS getting up over UTS Olympic. 
In a match brought forward from Round 13, NSWIS and QAS 
drew 0-0 in Sydney. It was a tight game between two teams which 
know each other's play Two 15-year olds, Dylan McAllister and 
Shane Cansdell-Sherrif, stood out for the Institute. Royce Brownlie, 
Daniel Invincible and Chris Day, at the back, were the pick of the 
Academy players. Gary Phillips, the QAS coach, brought himself on 
as a substitute after 84 minutes, and lasted the full six minutes he was 
on the 
park! 


Js 


EGalx 


SYDNEY SYDNEY 
UNITED ay" || 
Womens ‘G 


STATE UNITED 
LEAGUE ~*~” 


invite players to trial 
SATURDAY DECEMBER 6th — 
10.30am 
SATURDAY DECEMBER 13th — 


10.30am 

Place: Croatia Park, Gipps St, Werrington 
(Offer Werrington Rd) 
(Bring boots & shin pads) 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT 

Mick Ferreri on 018 276 622 or 
Brendan Ratcliffe on 9587 3668 


Gerouima. 
Goalkeeper School 


Goalkeepers mark in your calander. 
Geronimo is organising specialised 
goalkeeping camps starting: 
Monday January 5-Friday January 9, 
1998 
9.00am to 11.00am 
Venue: Rydalmere Park, Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere. 

Beginners or Advanced 9-16 years old 
everyone gets FREE ‘REAL’ Ball, 
Geronimo sun cap, polo shirt plus soft 
drink (each day) 

Cost: $95 per course 
Proudly sponsored by: 

Real, Nautilus Security & Investigators, 
Kick-A-Goal 2000. 

Further further information contact: 
Bruno Jasiczek: (02) 9638 3036 
Gladesville/Hornsby Super Youth League 
9,.00am-1.30pm 
or write to: 


Front Row: Rowan Walker, Aaron Noble, Calder Dryden, Arron Swee, Max Majwinen 


28/127 Park Road, Rydalmere 2116 
(capt), Bradley Blowes, Adam Swee, Niall McCarthy. 


Keep up the good work. 
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ADELAIDE SHARKS 


SYDNEY: UNITED cocoa nrcecrcacteastraseeeeaae 


By Val Migliaccio 
ydney United continued 
their rich of form as 

they beat Adelaide Sharks 2-1 
on Sunday at Thebarton Oval, 
ruining the home record of the 
Sharks. 

Adelaide were hoping for 
their fifth successive home 
win but were thwarted by the 
resilient Pumas in this Round 
nine clash, and an absolutely 
brilliant ‘Brazilian’ style goal 
from in-form striker Abbas 
Saad, 

Sharks’ Branko Milosevic, 
celebrating his 250th game, 
was hoping for a better result 
but the former Australian 
international’s day was spoilt 
after he was sent-off by 
referee Eddie Lennie, during 
stoppage-time, for throwing a 
plastic drink bottle at assistant 


referee, Dominic Detroia, 
when Corey Artone was 
booked for dissent over an 
offside decision, 

Sydney United took the 
lead when David Mitchell, 
Pumas’ player/coach, fired 
home after a defensive mix-up 
involving Alex Kuzmanovic, 
seconds after keeper, Frank 
Mikuletic, made a fantastic 
saye to deny Abbas Saad. 

Adelaide Sharks levelled 
five minutes later as Pablo 
Cardozo, the league’s leading 
scorer with nine goals this 
season, ran on to a perfect 
through ball from Alex Castro, 

Dave Mitchell limped from 
the field, just before half time, 
with an ankle injury, to be 
replaced by youngster Nick 
Bosevski. 

Saad regained the lead for 
the visitors in sensational 


style. Jason Culina chipped 
the ball in over the defence 
and Saad was on hand to 
produce a stunning scissor- 
kick shot that bulged the net. 
Cardozo could have pulled 
it back for the home side 
when, again, Castro provided 
the pass but the hot-shot 


striker could only hit the post 
this time. 

Mitchell gave Kalac and 
Hooker the day off, as he had 
promised to his Australian 


representatives, but it made no 
difference as the Pumas 
fielded the same team as last 
week, which is a good 
indication of the squad’s 
depth. 

Sydney always looked 
dangerous, right from the first 
whistle, with Mitchell and 
Saad acting like two parts of a 
well oiled machine. 

Nathan Day was the first 
Sharks player to hit the 
headlines, sadly for a two- 
footed tackle on Peter Bennett, 
which earned him a yellow 
card. 

‘Tsekinis signalled hopes of 
sharing the points for 
Adelaide, but when put 
through fifteen minutes from 
thevend, his shot was saved by 
Pumas custodian, Andrew 
Crews. 


MORI DOES AN AZIZI! 


UTS OLYMPIC..cssssssscsrsscssssscsssecsevsessseeee ADELAIDE CITY ...esssssssconsesssnsssennes 


ae 


By ABSW 


locceroo striker Damian 

Mori bulldozed through 
UTS Olympic’s defence with 
just nine minutes left to snatch 
‘a late, and lucky, 1-0 Adelaide 
City victory at the Sydney 
Football Stadium on Sunday 
night, 

He beat two defenders in 
the 80th minute, passed to 
Nick Sabljak, rounded the 
defence to regain possession, 
and slipped 2 left foot shot in 
off the post for the winner. 

Olympic coach Geoff 
Harcombe said later: “It was 
a nothing goal and it killed all 
the hard work we had done. 
Adelaide City stole the three 
points.” 

The victory was a relief to 
the black and whites, playing 
their first game in a month 
because of  Socceroo 


commitments, 

‘Australian squad members, 
Alex Tobin and Milan 
Ivanovic, were rested for this 
game after their Socceroo 
heartbreak 24 hours earlier. 

Olympic controlled most of 
the game and created more of 
the chances, but it wasn’t their 
night as they slipped to their 
third successive home defeat, 
Again it was the team that 
took its chances that won. 

However the Olympic side 
had a chance to snatch the 
winner five minutes into the 
second half when referee 
Simon Micallef awarded a 
penalty for hand ball, but 
keeper Jason Petkovic guessed 
the right way and saved the 
spot kick by Brett Emerton. 

‘The usually reliable pair of 
Norm Tome and Emerton 
peppered the Adelaide goal 
but could not find a chink in 


the City defence. 

“In the second half we 
started to run out of legs but it 
was a most important win,” 
said City coach John 
Nyskohus, 

“The players worked so 
hard but the penalty save by 
Petkovic turned the match 
around for us,” he added. 

Mori had the first scoring 
chance early in the game as 
the Zebras maintained a 
patient build up, taking the 
sting out of Olympic’s attack. 

Tome hit the side netting 
and Emerton’s 30 metre drive 
went straight to the keeper. 

Tome again had a great 
opportunity to score three 
minutes into the second half 
when teenage substitute Nick 
Carle put him clear in the 
penalty area, but the striker 
trickled his shot across the 
face of the goal. * 


Adelaide City came more 
into the game in the second 
half with Scott Thomas and 
Angelo Costan7e causing 
problems. 

“The pair (Costanzo and 
Thomas), along with Mori, 
were non stop in what was a 
tough game. I thought we 
created enough chances to win 
the match in the first half,” 
concluded Nyskoht 5. 


Day 
Aandiorio 82), Cardozo, Da 
{Pezos 40) 


Yrkic, Mel ars (ehillips 
76), lhene ite | Culina (Galic 
82), Mitchell [Bosevski-46), 

Scud: 


Costanzo, Mori, Hassell 
[Brooks 88), Gibson, 
Trojanovski, Thomas, 


SOUTH MELBOURNE..... 


scsnsecessnneed WOLLONGONG CITY,..sesecsonssssscnnssseseesned 


BY Dwyght Tufnell 
Sut Melbourne remains 

unbeaten after nine rounds 
but nearly had to settle for 
another home draw on Friday 
night against the visitors from 
Wollongong. 

‘Three second half goals in a 
ten minute period for the 
Lakers looked to have secured 
the three points, but the brave 
Wolves pulled two goals back 
with 15 minutes to go (shades 
of what was to happen at the 
MCG the following night). 

South coach Angie 
Postecoglou made three 
changes from last week's side, 
bringing in Steve Iosifidis, 
Goran Lozanovski and Tansel 
Baser. 

Striker Michael Curcija, 
Steve Panopoulos and John 
‘Anastasiadis all were dropped 
from the team that drew their 


last home game against 
Canberra Cosmos. 

Neither side were able to 
break through in the first half, 
although it was the Lakers that 
came closest. 

A Con Boutsianis free-kick 
was tipped onto the bar by 
Brett Hughes and then the 
follow up shot from Vaughan 
Coveny rolled against the 
post. 

But just two minutes into 
the second stanza and it was 
the Lakers who took the lead. 

A Lozanovski comer found 
big Nick Orlic, whose header 
bounced around the Wolves. 
defence until finding its way 
out to Con Blatsis to volley in. 

Wolves coach Nick 
Theodorakopoulos said after 
that his players thought there 
had been a handball in the 
lead-up to this goal. 


“Every 50-50 decision went 
against us,” added the Wolves 
coach. 

“I am not saying that 
Lakers did not deserve to win, 
but we travel down here and 
were treated like second rate 
citizens.” 

Ref Gerry Connolly was in 
action four minutes later when 
he gave a penalty for the home 
side, after Souris had clearly 
fouled Coveny. 

With regular penalty taker, 
Steve Panopoulos, on the 
bench, Con Boutsianis stepped 
up and confidently scored 


number two for the Lakers. 

‘South took the lead to 3-0 
when Lozanovski scored a 
special goal. Boutsianis’ 
comer again found the head of 
Orlic, and his steering header 
reached Lozanoyski, who 
scored with a superb overhead 
kick. 

South were cruising, 
however these days the 
Wolves are a fighting bunch, 
and in due course they scored 
twice, through an Iosifidis 
‘own goal from Matt Horsley's 
free kick, then a great goal 
from a player that is really 
making waves this year: 
Scotty Chipperfield. 

The Reds’ sub Raymond 
Younis broke out of defence 
and into midfield with a 
purposeful run and knocked it 
to Fijian Masi, who spotted 
Chipperfield by himself on the 
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left. 

‘The ‘Corrimal Kid’s’ finish 
was exquisite, and inch- 
perfect effort that just dropped 
under Michael Petkovic’s 
crossbar. 

‘This set up a very exciting 
ending to the game, with the 
home side just hanging on in 
the end. 

After the game, Lakers 
coach Postecoglou said that it 
that sort of commitment by his 
players happened every week, 
then “we wouldn’t be getting 
ourselves in the holes we have 
been.” 

Lakers remain unbeaten in 
the Ericsson Cup this year. 


SCORERS: 

Lokers: Blatsis 47, | 
Boutsianis 51p, Lozanovski_ 
ST Rs 
ee esi Tog, 


Newcastle Breakers 1 
Marconi Fairfield 1 
South Melbourne 3 
Adelaide Sharks 1 


FRIDAY DECEMBER 6 
Sydney Utd Draw 
1.60 3.50 
Melbourne Knights Draw 
1.80 3.50 
SATURDAY DECEMBER 7 
Cariton Draw 
41.80 3.40 
Brisbane Strikers Draw 
3.25 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 8 
Perth Glory Draw 
2.50 3.20 
Wollongong Wolves Draw 
1.60 3.50 
Adelaide City Draw 
1.70 3.50 


3.00 South Melbourne 
4.50 Adelaide City 
11.00 Carlton 
21.00 Melbourne Knights 
41.00 Adelaide Sharks 
251.00 Gippsland Falcons 
501.00 Newcastle 


Sydney Utd 
Cariton 

Sth Melbourne 
Perth Glory 
Adelaide Sharks 
Adelaide City 
Marconi Fairfield 
Wollongong City 
Melbourne Knights 
UTS Olympic 
Gippsland Faicons 
Newcastle Breakers 
Brisbane Strikers 
Canberra Cosmos 


COHMCLMDORLOOLOD 
Anananaweanasuas 


ERICSSON CaP 


Brisbane Strikers 
Carlton SC 
Wollongong City 
Sydney United 


NNN ND 


Gippsland 
5.00 
Newcastle 
4,00 


Adelaide Sharks 
4.00 

UTS Olympic 
2.75 


South Melbourne 
2.50 

Canberra 

5.50 

Marconi 

5.00 


TO WIN 
ERICSSON CUP 


4.50 Sydney Utd 
10.00 Perth 
29.00 Marconi 
34.00 UTS Olympic 
23.00 Wollongong Wolves 
67.00 Brisbane 
501.00 Canberra 


Canberra Cosmos 
Gippsland Falcons 2 
UTS Olympic t) 


Round Ten Fixtures — 


nEEesy of Spor 


Melbourne Knights 
Perth Glory 1 
Adelaide City 41 


ie 


by Stuart Jones 


Melbourne Knights v Newcastle 

The Knights won the 
corresponding game 2-0 last year, 
and also 2-1 against the Breakers 
away. It will be just as tight this time 
with the Knights slight favourites. 

Prediction: Knights win 


Carlton v Adelaide Sharks— 

With Carlton’s shock home loss 
to UTS Olympic, they will be 
looking to gain some points over a 
very entertaining Adelaide Sharks 
side. Should be a good game as both 
sides enjoy playing attacking 
football. 

Prediction; High scoring draw 


Sydney Utd y Gippsland 

United are looking to continue 
their home form against the Falcons. 
Last season there was only a goal’s 
difference in each game as United 
won 1-0 at home and 2-1 away. 

Prediction: Sydney United 


Brisbane v UTS Olympic 

Having not won at home all 
season, the Strikers will be out to 
change that, however, after 
Olympic’s great away result against 
Carlton, the assignment will not be 
easy. 

Prediction: Brisbane 


Perth vy South Melbourne 

Perth take on the draw specialists 
in what promises to be the game of 
the round. South will be on the look 
‘out for revenge after being thumped 
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SportOdds 
Bet on Soccer just by 
nicking up the phone. 


132 946 _that's 132 WIN! 


DIVIDENDS ARE SHOWN FOR A HOME WIN UNDER TEAM ON LEFT, A DRAW UNDER 
THE V FOR VERSUS AND FOR AN AWAY WIN UNDER TEAM ON RIGHT. DIVIDENDS ARE 
FOR A STAKE OF $1.00. THIS INFORMATION COURTESY OF SPORTODDS. 


ad (0 


REUCEMH 


By Stuart Jones 


4-0 at Perth Oval last year. The 
game in Melbourne had ended 1-0 to 
the home side, Another full house is 
expected as this game drew 15,197 
in Round 25, the fourth biggest 
crowd of the year, behind the Grand 
Final. 
Prediction: South Melbourne 


Wollongong v Canberra 

Cosmos have drawn their last two. 
away games while the Wolves 
returned to Brandon Park with a win 
against Gippsland. Last year it was a 
tight affair with Wolves victorious 
2-1. Canberra lost their other clash 
4-2 at Bruce Stadium. 

Prediction: Wolves 


Adelaide City v Marconi 

‘This is the other big clash of the 
round, with both sides fighting to 
keep in touch with the top of the 
table. City’s home crowd should be 
enough to see them through. 
Marconi, of course, lost to City in 
the Finals last year, after taking a 3- 
O lead from the first leg, only to lose 
4-0 in the away game. Will Zoran 
Matic’s return to Adelaide be 
enough to help Marconi come home 
with the points? 

Prediction: Adelaide City 


SYDNEY 


UNITED 


SOccen cLus 


FEDERATION 


DIVISION 2 TRIALS 
Under 18 and Under 21 


Westminister Park, cnr Ryde and 
Westminster Rds, Gladesville. 


25 and 27 November 
2, 4,9 and 11 December 
Commencing at 6.00pm 
Further details Contact 
U185 eadie 98095297 o 
015202155 
U215 tony 98170727 0413940760 
1st Grade players interested Contact | 
andrew 91812856 for information | 


2ND DIVISION TRIALS 
1ST, U21s, 18s 


ALL INTERESTED PLAYERS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND TRIALS 
FOR THE ABOVE CLUB, WE NEED TO EXPAND ON OUR 
CURRENT PLAYING STRENGTH 


trials will be held at: 
TEMPE RESERVE, TEMPE 


MONDAY 1ST, 8TH, 15TH, 22ND DECEMBER and 
WEDNESDAY 38RD, 10TH, 17TH DECEMBER, and 
FRIDAY 5TH, 12TH, 19TH DECEMBER 


Euguiries: 
MICHAEL MARTA: 0412 0762 12m) 
EpDIE TESORO: 95208240m 
04123851891 


CLUB NSW SOCCER 


FEDERATION 
Pre-Season Training 
aud Selection 
Coach: GERRY GOMEZ 
Stanting: 9-11 DEC 
Time: 6308.30 
TURRUWELL PARK, ROTHCHILD 
AVE, ROSEBERY NSW 
Ad eugucreds: 
Gerry: 0412958216 
‘Roger Neto: 0419200484 


MARCONI ... 


CARLTON 


By Micky Brock 
arlton bounced back from 
last weekend’s inaugural 

loss in the Ericsson Cup, to 
defeat a disappointing 
Marconi side by two goals to 
one at the last Friday night in 
Sydney. 

Drisle tn te hours leading 
up to the game was blamed for 
a low attendance of just 3,386, 
Marconi’s smallest home 
crowd in three seasons, adding 
weight to the thought that 
Friday night matches at the 
ground would produce more 
apathy than interest. 

The game was a cracker, 
keeping what crowd there was, 
on the edge of their seats 
throughout the 90 minutes, 
including two superbly crafted 
goals, and unfortunate own 
goal scenario plus a second 
half red card. 


‘The visitors attacked from 
the start and for much of the 
‘opening period, and it came as 
no surprise when Carlton took 
the lead in the eighth minute. 
Underrated Carlton defender, 
Marcus —_Stergiopoulos, 
launched an innocuous 
looking shot at goal which was 
deflected into the net by the 
unfortunate Luke Casserly. 

Carlton continued to make 
inroads through a very 
pedestrian looking Marconi 
eleven and, in the 28th minute, 
deservedly doubled their lead. 
From a wonderfully 
constructed free-kick just 
outside the box, the wealth of 
international experience from 
coach Eddie Kmcevic came to 
the fore. 

A two-man wall was 
prepared by Carlton, hiding 
the ball from the view of the 
Marconi defence. As the two 


peeled away and dummied to 
lay the ball wide for a shot at 
goal, Marconi stood still and 
John Markovski drilled a 
powerful 20 metre shot into 
the net, 

At 0-2 down Marconi were 
finally stung into action and 
could have reduced the deficit 
within two minutes. Brendan 
Renaud was denied a goal as 
he struck the woodwork with a 
drive from outside the box, the 
fourth time he has hit the 
framework this term. 

Despite concerted pressure 
for the remainder of the half, 
the score remained 0-2 at the 


break. 

The second half began with 
the home side carrying on 
where they left off, mounting 
wave after wave of attacks on 
Carlton's goal, realising an 
early strike would give them a 
fighting chance of saving the 


game, 

A goal finally came after 61 
minutes when a Babic-Babic 
‘one-two combination resulted 
in an opening. Mark Babic 
released his namesake, Zeljko, 
on a run just outside the centre 
circle. 

Weaving past two 
defenders and drawing 
Anistasiadis off his line, Z 
Babic slotted the ball past him 
and inside the right hand 
upright. 

Marconi were back in 
business and looked like they 
meant it too, the crowd urging 
on a Stallions revival. It all 
seemed to be going their way 
midway through the term 
when Carlton sweeper, Simon 
Colosimo, was sent from the 
field after an ugly challenge 
on scorer Zeljko Babic, referee 
Brett Hugo showing no 
hesitation in producing the red 


Match Reports 


wasn 


card with 22 minutes left to 
play. 

Marconi stepped up the 
pressure and could haye won a 
share of the points in the dying 
moments of the game. 

Awarded a direct free-kick 
on the edge of the area deep 
into injury time, Casserly 
strode forward and his 
sensational strike was heading 
for the net, in what tuned out 


Marcus Stergiopoulos: Man ofthe Match alanis 


to be the last meaningful 
attempt of the game, until a 
desperate Carlton defender’s 


boot deflected the ball out for 
acomer, 
Carlton temporarily 


returned to the top of the 
ladder, sharing first place with 
Sydney United, who were due 
to play in Adelaide two days 
later. 


STRIKERS 


... AT LAST! 


NEWCASTLE BREAKERS .........04- 


BRISBANE STRIKERS .....sssccsssscesssesennseerane 


By Dane Skafte 


| Bes season’s Grand Final 
inners, Brisbane 
Strikers, outplayed an 
ordinary Newcastle Breakers 
in a rain affected 2-1 win at 
Topper Stadium last Friday 
night. In doing so they have 
broken a losing streak that 
was seriously threatening to 
derail their chances of back- 
to-back championships, 
disappointment for 
stle fans as the 
Breakers didn’t show any kind 
of spirit throughout the entire 
90 minutes. 

The Strikers looked good in 
midfield and the forward line, 
led by Rod Brown and the 


always dangerous Troy 
Cramney. 
Strikers opened their 


account from a curling comer 
by Chay Hews in the 28th 


minute, which found the head 
of Brown as the striker out- 
jumped his marker and 
glanced the ball powerfully 
past Newcastle's Brad 


Swancott. 

With ten minutes remaining 
in the first period, the rain 
started tumbling down again, 
making conditions extremely 
difficult for,the players. 

Newcastle took full 
advantage of the damp pitch, 
as they adjusted well and were 
unlucky not to have scored 
after a touch by Clayton Zane 


went whistling past the post. 
Minutes later, a shot by 
Troy Halpin was touched 


Brisbane custodian, Clint 
Bolton, the visitors happy to 
end the first half leading 1-0, 

With the second stanza 
only 30 seconds old, 
Newcastle pushed forward 
with Liam McGuire heading 
just wide of the upright. 

Brisbane soon took full 
control and in the 52nd 
minute, Frank Farina 
made a dazzling run 
down the right wing 
before unleashing a 
thunderous shot from just 
outside the box, which 
beat the despairing dive 
of Swancott, The much 
needed victory for the 
Queenslanders was now 
in their sights. 


Newcastle picked up a 
consolation goal when Benn 
Lane turned and hit a low 
shot that unluckily hit the far 
post. Clayton Zane, following 
in, tapped home the rebound 
to, at last, give the home 
Support something to cheer 
about. Nevertheless a 


committed Brisbane hung on 
and gained three very valuable 
points. 


iB reaker rH 


Ber 


Rod Brown: The veteran striker set the Sirikers 0 on their 
way fo a crucial victory. 


COSMOS LET KNIGHTS OFF THE HOOK 


CANBERRA COSMOS ....ssssssssssesssesenensess 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS.... 


By Nick Guoth 
ee grabbed an 
equaliser for the 


Melbourne Knights with his 
team down to ten men as they 
held on to take a share of the 
points against the rejuvenated 
Canberra Cosmos on Friday 
night. 

could fave Beens0, easily 
another win for the rapidly 
improving Canberra, but they 
paid dearly for not being able 
to convert numerous chances. 
Although the home team did 
not dominate the game 
throughout, they produced 
many clear cut opportunities 
to score. In the end it was 
profligate Cosmos finishing 
that saved the Knights. 

In the 12th minute Ivan 
Zelic took a free kick that was 
too hot to handle for Knights’ 
custodian Vilson Knezevic. 


The rebound fell to Peter 
Buljan, but he placed his shot 
straight at the big keeper. 

‘Throughout the rest of the 
first half both sides were 
limited to a number of long 
range shots which either sailed 
away from the goal or went 
straight at the keepers. 

Both Zoran Markoyski for 
the Knights and the Cosmos’ 
new Scottish defender, 
Gordon Hunter, were having 
excellent games in defence, 
marshalling players in front of 
them and looking very solid. 

‘With Andrew Marth rather 
quiet during the game, 
Markovski produced a couple 
of 40m drives that brought out 
the best in Tony Giannasca. 
But it was Canberra who 
applied the pressure early in 
the second half. 

Buljan, Zelic and Ante 
Moric all had good chances to 


give the home side the lead. 
The introduction of Ilja 
Prenzoski for the injured 
Andy Ravanello, though, 
helped provide the spark. It 
was through his play that led 
to the first goal of the game. 

Excellent - work by 
Musitano and Prenzoski 
provided Buljan with the ball 
in the penalty area, and his 
low drive from 12 metres out 

gave Knezevic no chance. 

Cosmos applied more 
pressure with Moric just 
missing only two minutes 
later. 

However, in the 75th 
minute, a careless tackle by 
Zeljko Susa led to his second 
caution and the Knights were 
down to ten men, The home 
side tried yaliantly to take 
advantage of the extra man but 
could not finish off the plucky 
Knights.  - 


With only ten minutes left 
to play some sloppy defending 
allowed Tommy Pondeljak to 
wander through the defence 


unchallenged and chip 
Giannasca from 20m out, thus 
Tevelling the scores. 


Canberra brought on 
Damian Brown in the hope of 
a game winner, but to no 
avail, as the inability to 
convert a few more good 
chances spoilt the night for the 
local crowd. Nevertheless, the 
Cosmos revival continues as 
they are now unbeaten in four 
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Tomy Pondeljak: Saved the Knights with a late strike. 


NEWCASTLE: Swancott, 
Sprod (Edward 67), Pryce, 
McManus, Ironside, Ritchie, 
Zane, T.Halpin (Austin 70), 
McGuire (Wilson 62), 
Lowe, Lane, 


BRISBANE: Bolton, 
Gwynne, Zoricic, Farina 
(Knipe 81), $.Cranney 
(Blackford 76), Brown, 
T.Cranney, Hews, ith, 
68), Laybutt, ae 
Harper. 


SCORERS; 
Neweantle: 


veasile: Zane 90 
Brisbone: Brown 28, Farina 
53 


COSMOS: Giannasca, 
Roberts, Zelic, Ravanello. 
(Prenzoski 59), Hunter,, 
Kelly, Musitano (Brown 85), 
Buljan, Wilson, 
Haythornwaite 


KNIGHTS: Knezevic, 
Kovacevic, Jolic, Bonini 
(Deak HT), Marth, Vojtek, 
Pondeljak, Nastevski, Susa, 
Morkovski, ey, 


wf? 
Fk 


‘SCORERS: 
Canberra: Buljan {70}, 
‘Melbourne: elses (62) 


GIPPSLAND FALCONS ........seccseccnsecrseeneed 


DERFER GLORY aca ccstecceccececcassesvscenstqerteast@ 


By eee ith 
"biden € od 


lelebrations galore in 

Gippsland as the focal 
boys scored a famous victory 
against the glamour side of 
the league, Perth Glory, 

It was Falcons’ Doug 
Marcina, in a man of the 
match performance, who set 
them on the road to their first 
home yictory with a 42nd 
minute free kick that reached 
the head of Argentine Claudio 

. The big defender’s 
i header found 
Mihaljovic and his effort beat 
Glory’s Maras in goal. 

Three minutes after the 
break and the home side were 
two up, again it was Doug 
Marcina - this time as the 
scorer -, when he got on the 
end of a Brian MacNicol ball, 
slotting it away with great 


ease, 
The Perth lads were not 


By Stuart Jones 
yerhaps being so close 
made it all the more 
piquant. Perhaps if 

the old adage “at least the 
best team won” could be 
used then the emptiness felt 
(and that is the best 
description I can give) 
would not have been so 
hollow, It was not a matter 
of ‘we wuz robbed’, rather 
how did we miss out? 

The feeling of despair 
must have been enormous 
around the nation, but 
reality has to be accepted. 
The same reality that saw 
20 minutes after the press 
conference the only 
journalists left were Soccer 
only. The Glory boys had 
gone home. There is no 
illusion that we have won 
the masses over, we have 
not. The greatest chance 
for this game was the 
World Cup but we, as a 
nation, are not there. 
Soccer may never see the 
coverage it has had in the 
last week again, Such bitter 
pills are near on impossible 
to swallow, so why should 
the crowds asked for a 
second dose? The boys did 
Australia proud but 
Football kicked the green 
and gold in the teeth. 

The feeling of despair 
was the same for everyone. 
From the youngest fan to 
the great former players 
like Alston, Kosmina, 


finished, however, and Scott 
Halpin, brother of Newcastle’s 
Troy, netted after excellent 
lead-up play by former 
Falcons midfielder, Scott 
Miller. 

Glory made a desperate 
final fling for an equaliser, but 


it was not to be, and Falcons, 
with the help of some resolute 
defending, held on for a 
superb victory for the success 
starved side. 

To cap it off, Perth had 
tugged defender Gavin 
Wilkinson sent-off for a 


brilliant sweeper was unable to 
stem the Falcons’ tide. 


Wade, ete, 

Abbas Saad: It’s very 
disappointing, I have never 
in all my experience seen a 
game like it. It’s left me 
empty. 

David Mitchell: We 
should have won, we had 
the game in the bag. With 
twenty minutes to go we 
were there. It’s just so 
disappointing. 

Zoran Matic: We had the 
game won, we should have 
been tighter, we’re all just 
empty now. 

Andrew Harper: 
Promoting Soccer was 
going to be easier if we 
won tonight. The legacy of 
the loss doesn’t look too 
promising, We needed that 
support to translate into the 


NSL and that won't happer 


now. 


Simon Konstantinidis: 
It’s going to be doubly 
hard to promote clubs like 
Olympic now. We're all 
sick in the gut, we'll think 
about it all tomorrow. 

Frank Farina: We 
stopped after the spectator 
jumped onto the net and I 
thought it was time we 
made a change. It's 
devastating, the game 
needed a win. We all 
needed one. It’s very 
disappointing and 
frustrating. ames 
Alan Hunter: This was 
everything to Soccer, we 
have to go through it all 
again now and wait for 
another opportunity to 
arise. We weren’t good 
enough tonight. Actually 1 


Craig Foster: “We win together we lose together”. 


second bookable offence with 
acouple of minutes left. 

‘Amid jubliant scenes after 
the game, a proud Frank Arok 
noted that he believed no team 
in Australia this season has 
dominated his gritty Falcons. 

As for the Glory, it was a 
depressing weekend for its 
well travelled supporters, who 
came for the big game at the 
MCG, and this fixture, and 
ended up being disappointed 
on both occasions. 


Tony Sekulic: seg 


man. 


think we were good enough 
to win three games but we 
did not score enough goals. 

Kimon Taliadoros: It's 
going to be hard now to 
promote the game but 
tonight it shows we've got 
a good product. We must 
work together now. 

Craig Foster: We did 
well enough to create the 
chances but we didn’t put 
them in. We win together, 
we lose together, we'll 
stick together as a team. 

Stan Lazaridis: We 
played fifteen games and 
didn’t lose, if we got one 
more goal we were there. 
Four years ago we didn't 
do it either. I still say we're 
a better team than Iran but 
we didn’t convert our 
chances and were punished 
for silly errors at the back. 
‘That's the way it’s go, I’ve 
got to pick up the pieces 
and get on with it. I have 
my career with West Ham 
but it’s all going to take a 
while. 

Robbie Slater: It’s the 
end of an era, very 
emotional for me 
personally. There’s a huge 
difference between losing 
to Argentina and Iran. I 
feel like we’ve let the 
country down. Tonight 
should have been a dream 
and instead it's tumed into 


a nightmare. 
Coach of Iran: We got 
what we wanted. 
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Australian Soccer might 
suffer a big shock now, 
they have played ten times 
better than us but we have 
the result we want, 

Terry Venables: I'm 
very proud of the way the 
boys went about the game. 
I'm just very disappointed 
for them all. 

Perhaps this sadness will 
turn to anger. There will be 
changes off the field, 
however, I hope the blood 
letting is only for the good 
of the game because at this 
time this needs to be our 
main priority. We missed 
our greatest chance, it’s 
back to the real Soccer 
lovers once again. 

sehen 

Written 15 minutes prior 
to the match: 

The day started with 
excitement. Perhaps the 
most disappointing aspect 
was the TV coverage of 
only the Iranian supporters, 
Melbourne Town was 
ready for this one though. 
Catching the tram into 
town there were more and 
more Aussie jerseys 
around. On Lygon Street 
there are a lot of groups of 
young men, many singing 
Soccer theme songs. Most 
wearing different club 
shirts. However, on this 
day there was one theme. 
The Australian Soccer 
team. 

Central Melbourne was 


abuzz with Soccer, The 
shops were selling out of 
Socceroo jerseys. Many 
were wearing T-shirts 
dedicated to the Green 
and Gold. By 3.00pm 

the area surrounding / 
Flinders Street 
Station was awash/ 


cheering and 
drums were beat, 
even bagpipes, 
were being! 
played. Maybe! 
Australians were 
not known for! 
their singing at 
sport but tonight 
would be different. 

Melbourne is a 
cosmopolitan town! 
but today they wore 
Green and Gold with¥ 
pride. As we had a drink 
in the pub with pictures of 
Collingwood, Wayne 
Carey and James Herd, 
discussions centred around 
the likes of Vidmar, 
Bosnich and Foster. On the 
way up to the ground there 
was a 60-year old man 
wearing caps and ties made 
with the Australian colours, 
The members were lined 
up a long way back waiting 
for the gates to open. 
Things looked good for a 
big crowd, 

There had been rain 
through the day, but this 
was not going to dampen 
the patriotic hearts. 
Melbourne would support 
the event and by 5.00pm 
the rain was gone, although 
clouds lined the sky. The 
trams were full and music 
filled the air. 


era. It’s very emotional for 
me.” 

Inside the ground the 
atmosphere built. The 
Iranians had a strong 
Tepresentation and even the 
bay 23 boys from Sydney 
had their flags. It was 
fantastic to see Australian 
Soccer at the MCG. The 
world. media were 
watching. The enthusiasm 
of the morning had turned 
into an almost sickly 
feeling of knowing that try 
as you might, the fate of 
the game was not in your 
hands. As the Aussie boys 
warm up in front of me it is 
now or never for Australian 
Soccer. Melbourne was the 
town to be in tonight. 
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COMMENTS 


ow that the World 
Cup qualifiers are 
over, FIFA’s top 
administrator, Sepp 
Blatter, will become the 
world’s number one 
football star, at least for 
half an hour or so on 
Friday morning, our 
time, That’s when Blatter 
sorts the multicoloured 
ping pong balls into 
various goldfish bowls 
during the World Cup 
draw (4.45am, Friday, 
SBS), and several billion 
of the world’s people will 
cast their eyes upon them. 
The 32 nations will be 
drawn into eight groups of 
four. From there they will 
embark on a round-robin 


series within each group. 
The two runners-up will 
advance to the round of 16, 
at which point the 
tournament assumes a 
knockout format until, and 
including, the Final, The 
winning team, as before, 
will have played seven 
games to complete the 
tournament, 

The 64 games will be 
spread over ten stadia in 
nine cities (Paris has two). 
Kick-off times will vary 
between 10.30pm, 1.00am 
and 5.00am Australian 
eastern time. Both the 
opening game and the Final 
will be played at the new 
Stade de France, on the 
outskirts of Paris, which 


will be inaugurated with a 
friendly match between 
France and Spain in 
January. 

Each finalist nation will 
take home US$1 million 
(A$1.4) per game plus 
prize money, depending on 
how far they go. In other 
words, the winner will get 
a minimum of A$10 
million. 

The World Cup begins 
on June 11 (Australian 
time) and ends on July 13. 

Book your holidays. 

cored 
The irony of the Terry 
Venables connection at 
Portsmouth, and his 
controversial tendency to 
sign Australian players, is 
that it has worked against 
his English club’s interests 


Yet Another 
Keeper 


By Micky Brock 

t 19-years of age, 

Con Anastasiadis is 
another in a long line of 
goalkeepers Australia 
seems to produce at will, 
and yet another who hails 
from Sydney. 

He trialed ~~ with 
England’s Middlesbrough, 
on a month’s loan, after 
spells with Wrexham and 
Blackpool, even playing 
against Ian Rush and John 
Barnes, albeit in the 
reserves. This was not 
something the lad could 
have envisaged only a few 
short months ago. 

Unlike many of his 
counterparts, Anastasiadis 
had to pay his own fare 
over to England, where he 
stayed with former junior 
team mate of four years, 
Nick Rizzo, in Liverpool, 

Making your debut, 
reserve or otherwise, along 
with another Aussie 
prospect, against Newcastle 
at St James Park is a 
daunting prospect for 
anyone, and manger Mick 
Wadsworth said after the 
game: “They are good lads 
and we are still looking at 
them, particularly the 
goalkeeper who I thought 
did well in the game”. 

High praise indeed from 
a man with so much 
experience in the game. 

After the usual nonsense 
with work permits etc, 

“Boro finally managed to 
sign the player on a 


monthly contract (Greek 
passport and parents has 
helped in this respect). 
“Con was born and bred 
in Sydney and has dual 
qualification, His Greek 
passport means he can 
come here under the 
European Economic 
Community so there are no 


problems”, Wadsworth 
remarked. 
He continued: “We are 


very pleased with him and 
he looks a good prospect.” 

Bosnich, Schwarzer, 
Kalac and Co. watch out! 
Goalies are getting younger 
and they want the Number 
One shirt... 


in the past couple of weeks. 
After he withdrew three 
Aussie internationals from 
the Portsmouth team for 
the qualifiers against Iran, 
he was to find that Jamaica 
called upon another three 
for their final World Cup 
matches, meaning that 
manager Terry Fenwick's 
squad lost six players as he 
fights to steer the team 
away from the First 
Division relegation zone. 
The three Jamaicans 
played a huge role in that 
small nation’s historic 
qualification for the World 
Cup, as did a number of 
other players who ply their 
trade professionally in 
England. Many of these 
players were not born in 
Jamaica, some had never 


been there before, but 
Jamaica cleverly 
discovered that the English 
leagues are teeming with 
professionals from 
Jamaican origins who were 
teady to opt to play for 
Jamaica in order to play 
World Cup football. 
cored 

AC Milan’s troubles have 
been described by the 
club’s owner, Silvio 
Berlusconi, as being due to 
having too many foreigners 
in the side. 

I think he is right, 

Europe's new laws, 
largely liberating previous 
restrictions on foreign 
player numbers, have not 
been kind to Italian clubs, 
traditionally the most 
ambitious when it comes to 
signing star players from 
around the world. 

The world’s best players, 
in greater numbers than 
ever, are playing in Italy, 
but what has it done for the 
teams? 

Milan is a dud compared 
to its previous might, 
Juventus are heading for 
the big exit from the 
European Cup, before it 
teaches the knockout stages 
and Inter too look wobbly 
in the UEFA Cup, after 
suffering a 0-2 defeat from 
relegation threatened 


Strasbourg last week. 

Parma and Lazio survive 
but are shadows of the 
invincibility we have come 
to expect from Serie A 
teams in European 
competition, 

Tt shows that peppering 
your team with an 
unlimited number of 
imports can have a 
negative effect. What you 
end up with is a hotch 
potch of so called ‘stars’ 
with no time to mould 
them into some sort of unit, 
Whereas, back when clubs 


relied largely on locals 
with a three man limit on 
imports, they didn’t tend to 
buy and sell as much and 
clubs had a greater chance 
of building long-term 
cohesion. 

Even Fabio Capello, by 
his record a master coach, 
hasn't been able to fashion 
a winning team out of his 
collection of genuinely 
gifted players. 

Money and ambition, 
even in football, don’t 
always add up to automatic 
success, 
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Aussie striker Sunni Hughes takes on China’s Fan Yunjie. The Japan based 3 


Aussie girl had a terrific series. 


a 


Australia’s Sharon Black up against China’s Liu Ying. 
Black was a constant menace to the Chinese. 


‘Australia’s Sarah Cooper against China’s Wang Jingkia. “It was pretty fantastic 
for me scoring a goal. I don’t often do that! In an important game like that, it was 
really fantastic. I don’t think it actually sunk in that we won.” 


Aussie 
super 
women: 


Australia 2 
China | 


Australia beat 
Olympic silver 
medallists in 


C be Aussie defender Bridgette Starr rock solid against China's Shui Quingxia. “It 
an r ra. was like nothing we’ve ever done before. And there’s plenty more to come I 


think!” 


The powerful Aussie defender that is... Tracey Bartlett. 


The awesome 
sight of Sharon 
Black in full 
flight. 
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ENGLAND 


Cz clamber up to third in the 
‘Premiership, but they needed two 
penalties in the final ten minutes to get 
there. 

It was the best they could manage against 
an Everton side who fought desperately for 
the point they believed they could gain, in 
order to haul themselves off the bottom of 
the league, But, in the end, their desperate 
defending, sometimes courageous and 
always full of commitment, became their 
downfall. A lunging tackle by Mitch Ward 
felled Roberto Di Matteo in the 80th minute 
and another in the area by Slaven Bilic 
grounded Tore Andre Flo. 

That challenge by Bilic also brought him 
a red card for a second bookable offence, 
the second time he has been dismissed this 
season, 

So Everton eventually paid the price for 
their wholehearted rearguard action. 

Tris almost a year since they last won on 
their travels from Goodison in the 
Premiership, so survival seems to be based 
on battling at the back for everything. 

Ward’s challenge as Di Matteo went past 
him in the box was just the breakthrough 
Chelsea needed. Dennis Wise gratefully 
picked up the ball and settled himself before 
striking his spot-kick beyond goalkeeper 
Neville Southall, 

Everton, forced at last to spring into the 
counter-attacks they needed if they were to 
saye the game, were suddenly left without 
sufficient cover as they sought the equaliser, 

Mark Hughes drove a piercing through 
ball into space. The long-legged Flo edged 
out Bilic in a desperate race but was then 
caught and knocked forward, as the centre 
half frantically made his tackle, 

Tt appeared that Bilic had got to the ball 
first but, despite protests from Everton, 
referee Neale Barry pointed to the spot and 
after a two-minute delay Zola drove the 
penalty beyond Southall. 

As the final whistle sounded, angry 
Everton fans shouted their protests at 
chairman Peter Johnson and his board. They 
chanted: ‘We want Johnson out’ and ‘We 
want changes,” 

Everton manager Howard Kendall, who, 
throughout the match had showed his 
anxiety by shouting and gesticulating from 
the touchline, refused to talk about his 
future afterwards. But early in the day he 
had stated that he had no intention of 
quitting, 

Kendall claimed he had no reason to do 
what Tottenham manager Gerry Francis had 
done last week and resign, “I’ve only been 
in the job three months, not three years,” he 
said, 

But Everton have won only three times 
this season and time is against Kendall and 
his team, On Saturday, they are at home to 
Tottenham and if they beat them, they will 
dump Spurs into the bottom three. 

Eyerton fought so hard to stay in the 
match that they restricted Chelsea to few 
clear chances and when they hit the home 
side on the break, they were unlucky on two 
Occasions not to take the lead. 

Duncan Ferguson, who had cleared a 
Zola free kick off the line in the 44th minute 
while back supporting his defenders, got 
clear of Chelsea’s rearguard five minutes 
after half-time, As Ward crossed from the 
right, Ferguson powered a header which 
rapped against a post, 

Then, in the 70th minute, again with 
Ward the provider, Ferguson’s sidefoot 
effort was acrobatically tipped over by Ed 
De Goey. 

Chelsea rarely looked like a team to 
challenge Manchester United for the title, 
although Alex Ferguson identifies them still 
as the London team carrying the most threat 
to his own championship aspirations, 

It appears that Ruud Gullit’s system of 
rotating his team selection is working 
against Chelsea with players becoming 
unfamiliar with each other as the manager 
‘Keeps changing his selection. 

Yet, it was not until those two penalties 
that Chelsea began to look anything like 
match-winners. Only 12 goals at home in 
the Premiership is proof that at Stamford 
Bridge the firepower is lacking. 

There was a definite lack of penetration 
as Everton made it so hard for Chelsea to 
create anything in the penalty area. 

Southall had a comfortable evening by 


16 


his standards until faced with the two 
penalties which saw him march off angrily 
at the end muttering his disappointment. 
Vialli struggled, while Zola - with only 
five goals this season - is still way below the 
deadly form that made him such a 
charismatic player last season, but Chelsea 
are still winning matches and challenging 
United when they are not playing well. 


PREMIER LEAGUE 
Bamsley 2 Leeds United 3 
Liddell 8 Haaland 35, 
Ward 28 Wallace 79 
Lilley 82 
Bolton W 1 Wimbledon 0 
Blake 89 
Chelsea 4 DerbyCounty 0 
Zola 12, 66,77 
Hughes 35 
Coventry City 0 LeicesterCity 2 
Elliott 75p, Fenton 32 
Crystal Palace 1 Newcastle Utd 2 
Shipperley 67 Ketsbaia 45 
‘Tomasson 63 
Everton 0 Tottenham Hotspur 2 
Vega 72 
Ginola 76 
Southampton 2. Sheff Wednesday 3 
Hirst 48 Atherton 28 
Palmer 55 Collins 69 
Di Canio 84 
West Ham Utd = 2 Aston Villa 1 
Hartson 18, 48 Yorke 47 
WDLFA P 
9 4 2 3612 31 
AOA SSS, 3d 
See 17 Bw 
942.2 S~ 26099 29) 
Te Gi= 2. 301K- . 23 
7 5 4°21 4 26 
Ts Bra 3) ABUT =. 24 
Derby Cty 157 2 6 2824 23 
Liverpool 146 4 4 25 14 22 
CPalae 155 4 6 1517 19 
W'don 165 4 7 1821 19 
WHam 156 1 8 2025 19 
AVilla 165 3 8 1623 18 
SheffW 165 3 8 2837 18 
Coventry 163 8 5 1321 17 
Soton 165 1 102026 16 
Tham 164 4 8 1322 16 
BolonW 153 7 5 11 21 16 
Barnsley 164 1 1114 43 13 
Everton 163 3 101627 12 
DIVISION ONE 
Birmingham City 2 Portsmouth 1 
Bradford City 2 NorwichCity 1 
Huddersfield T 2 Bury 0 
Ipswich Town 0. Notts Forest 1 
Middlesbrough 1 WBA 0 
Oxford Utd ——-2.-Port Vale 0 
Sheff Utd 1_Crewe Alex 0 
Stockport Cty 3 Man City 1 
Stoke City 1 Reading 2 
Sunderland 3 Tranmere R 0 
Wolverhampton W3 QPR 2 
Charlton Ath 3. Swindon T 0 
PWODLFA Pts 
NForest 2012 5 3 3216 41 
Mobrough 19 11 5 3 33 16 38 
WBA 9114 42214 37 
Sheffield 189 8 1 26 14 35 
Swindon 2010 4 6 2627 34 
Chariton 199 5 5S 3826 32 
Stockport 209 5 6 3326 32 
S'land 1998 6 5 2921 30 
Wpton 198 5 6 2422 29 
Bradford 207 8 5 1919 29 
PortVale 207 5 8 2525 26 
QPR: BT 5725. 34 26 
StokeC 197 5 7 2223 26 
BhamC 206 7 7 2017 25 
Norwich 196 4 9 1729 22 
Tranmere 196 3 1026 28 21 
Bury 204 97 2129 2 
Reading 205 6 9 1931 21 
OxfordU 205 5 1023 28 20 
IpswichT 18 4 7 7 2022 19 
Man.C 194 6 9 222% 18 
CrweA 205 3 12223) 18 
HfieldT 204 5 111632 17 
Pmouth 183 5 102130 14 


DIVISION TWO. 


Brentford 1 Wrexham 1 
Bristol R 2 Millwall 1 
Bumley 2 NorthamptonT 1 
Carlisle Utd 0 Bristol C 3 
Chesterfield 1 Southend Utd 0 
Gillingham 0 GnmsbyTown 2 
Plymouth Arg 0 Oldham Ath 2 
Preston NE 3 Fulham 1 
Walsall 2. Blackpool 1 
Watford 2 Wigan Ath 1 
Wycombe W 1 Bournemouth 1 
York City 1 Luton Town. 2 
PWD LFA Pts 
Watford 2015 3 2 35 13 48 
BristolC 2013 3 4 35 16 42 
Millwall 199 5 5 2720 32 
Cfield 208 8 4 2217 32 
Oldham A208 7 5 3326 31 
Nhampton20 8 7 5 2315 31 
YorkC 208 5 7 2624 29 
Bmouth 207 8 5 2321 29 
Blackpool 208 4 8 2932 28 
BristolR 207 7 6 2726 28 
Wrexham 197 7 5 2622 28 
Preston 208 4 8 2518 28 
GrimsbyT207 7 6 23 18 28 
Fulham 207 6 7 2322 27 
Gham 207 5 8 2428 26 
Walsall 196 5 8 2124 23 
Wycombe 205 7 8 2833 22 
LutonT 205 6 9 1929 21 
Plymouth 204 8 8 2429 20 
Bumley 204 8 8 22 20 
Wigan Ath19 5 4 10.25 3319 
SthendU 205 4 1118 36 19 
Brentford 204 6 102033 18 
Carlisle U 204 4 1223 38 16 
DIVISION THREE 
Bamet 2 Darlington 0 
Cambridge Utd 2 Hartlepool Utd = 0. 
Cardiff C 1 Scarborough 1 
Chester C 1 ExeterC 1 
Hull C 3 Doncaster R 0 
Lincoln C 1 MacclesfieldT 1 
Mansfield T 0 Leyton 0. 0 
Notts Cty 2 Peterborough Utd 2 
Rochdale 0 Torquay Utd 1 
Rotherham Utd 3 Colchester Utd 2 
Scunthorpe Utd 0 Brighton 2 
ShrewsburyT 0 SwanseaCity 1 
PWDULFA Pts 
Lincon€ 2010 7 3 2115 37 
Porough 209 9 2 3819 36 
ExeterC 209 8 3 2921 35 
Notts Cty 209 8 3 28 21 35 
Scunthorpe20 9 6 5 2824 33 
Bamet 209 5S 6 3126 32 
Rotherham20 8 7 5 3330 31 
ChesterC 209 4 7 3025 31 
Hartlepool 20 7 10 3 28 21 31 
MffieldT 207 9 4 2820 30 
S'borough 20 8 4 (8 3130 28 
“Torquay 207 7 6 2929 28 
Colchester207 6 7 2928 27 
CardiffC 205 12 3 2019 27 
Shrewsbury207 5 8 3130 26 
LeytonO 206 7 7 1919 25 
Cbridge 205 9 6 2827 24 
Mansfield 206 6 8 2524 24 
Rochdale 207 2 112425 23 
Darlington20 4 8 8 2330 20 
SwanseaC20 6 2 1221 31 20 
HulC 205 3 122637 18 
Brighton 203 6 1115 28 15 
Doncaster 20-0 6 141248 6 


SCOTLAND 


angers closed the gap on Hearts at 

he top of the Scottish Premier 
diyision to one point with a hard-fought 
3-2 victory over St Johnstone. 

But it took another brilliant. display by 
Italian goal sensation Marco Negri to secure 
aninth league win from 15 league games for 
the nine-times-in-a-row Scottish champions. 

Negri raised his season's goal tally to 29, 
with two goals to rescue Walter Smith's 
side, who looked uneasy in defence during 
an unimpressive display at Ibrox. 

“[ felt we made heavy weather of today's 
game, getting ourselves into two-goal leads 
twice and letting St Johnstone back into it 
twice,” said Smith. 

“They made the most of that and the 
Tesult was a nervy last five minutes or so for 
us, 
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Rino Gattuso put the home side ahead 
after just seven minutes, and they doubled 
their lead after 43 minutes through Negri. 

But Saints immediately moved down the 

other end to reduce the deficit courtesy of 
Allan Preston’s neat finish. Negri’s second, 
after 57 minutes, looked to have the game 
won, but the visitors refused to be 
overwhelmed. 
Rangers needed a smart save from 
Scotland goalkeeper Andy Goram after 65 
minutes to push away Philip Scott’s 
powerful drive after hesitancy in the centre 
of defence. 

The Scotland keeper was again at his best 
after 70 minutes turning over a George 
O'Boyle shot from point blank range, as an 
increasingly confident Saints poured 
forward. 

A first-time finish from O' Boyle gave the 
game a tense finale, the Northern Ireland 
forward seizing on a Paul Kane through ball 
after 73 minutes to make it 3-2. Rangers 
held on to secure three points which cut the 
gap on leaders Hearts, 

Jn the day's other matches, Hibernian and 
Motherwell drew 1-1 while Kilmarnock beat 
Dunfermline 2- 


PREMIER LEAGUE 
Hibernian 1 Motherwell 1 
Dods 75 Coyle 90. 
Kilmarnock 2 DunfermlineA 1 
Nevin 24, 35 Smith 39 
Rangers 3. St Johnstone v4 
Gattuso 7 Preston 44, 

O'Boyle 72 

Negri 43, 57 

PWDULFA Pts 
Hearts 14 11 0 3 3517 33 
Rangers 159 5 1 41 18 32 
Celtic 149 1 4 2612 28 
DundeeU 145 4 5 2724 19 
Difermline 15 5 4 6 2132 19 
StIstone 155 3 7 1622 18 
Kock 155 2 8 1532 17 
Hibemian 153 4 8 21 24 13 
Mwell 153 4 8 2027 13 
Aberdeen 142 5 7 1428 II 

DIVISION ONE 
Airdrie 2 Stirling Alb 0 
Morton 3 Partick Th 2 
Hamilton 0 Dundee 4 
RaithR 0 AyrUtd 1 
St Mirren 2 Falkirk 0 

PWD LFA. Pts 
Dundee 15103 2 268 33 
Hamilton 15 8 4 3 2417 28 
Falkirk 157 3 5 2326 24 
RaithR 157 3 5 19 14 24 
Airdrie 156 6 3 1718 24 
AyrUtd 155 3 7 2120 18 
GMorton 155 2 8 1922 17 
StMiren 154 4 7 1723 16 
StirlingA 152.5 8 1827 11 
PartickT 151 7 7 2029 10 

DIVISION TWO 
Brechin C 2 Clyde 1 
Inverness Th 2 Queen/South 1 
Livingston P East Fife P 
Stenhousemuir 2 Clydebank 3 
Stranraer 2 Forfar Ath 2 

PWD LEA Pts 
Clydebank15 8 6 1 2411 30 
Livingston 147 4 3 23 15 25 
Stranraer 155 7 3 2620 22 
QueewS 156 2 7 2426 20 
Clyde 155 5 5 2221 20 
ForfarAth15 5 4 6 2629 19 
EastFife 145 3 6 2026 18 
Smuir 154 4 7 1927 16 
BrechinC 153 6 6 1828 15 
Inverness 153 5 7 2524 14 

DIVISION THREE 
Alloa Ath 4° Albion R 0 
Berwick 0 Ross Cty 0 
Cowdenbeath 0 Queen’s Park 0 
Dumbarton 1 Arbroath 2 
Montrose 1 E Stirling 1 

PWD LEA Ps 
RossCty 169 4 3 3920 31 
AlloaAth 15 10 0 5 3417 30 
Arbroath 159 2 4 32 18 29 
EStirling 159 1 5 2819 28 
AlbionR 157 3 5 2526 24 


Queen’sP 165 5 6 1919 20 
Berwick 155 3 7 21 28 18 
Dbarton 153 5 7 2229 14 
Montrose 152 4 9 1940 10 
Cheah 153 1 117 30 10 


GERMANY 


Kee maintained their goal 
f becoming the first promoted club 
to win the Bundesliga by grabbing a last- 
minute winner to beat nine-man 
Hamburg 2-1 and assure themselves of 
the lead going in to the winter break. 

Kaiserslautern, coached by former 
Bayern Munich boss Otto Rehhagel, are 
four points ahead of Bayern Munich. 

Kaiserslautern had Bulgarian Marian 
Hristoy to thank for their final-minute 
winner as he added to Brazilian Ratinho’s 
effort in the 75th minute, 

Hamburg had taken the lead through 
lanky Bosnian striker Hasan Salihadmizic 
but paid the penalty for having Ghanaian 
star Tony Yeboah sent off for violent 
conduct in the 41st minute, and then team 
mate Markus Schopp followed him for an 
early bath in the 80th minute, 

Both third and fourth placed sides, 
Stuttgart and Schalke 04, could only manage 
draws, leaving them ten points adrift of the 
rampaging Kaiserslautern, 

Stuttgart were inspired by Bulgarian 
playmaker Krassimir Balakov, who scored 
both their goals, the second one in the 89th 
minute, as they fought back from 2-0 down 
with only 10 men after Murat Yakin was 
given his marching orders in the 27th 
minute, to draw 2-2 with Werder Bremen, 

Schalke 04, the UEFA Cup holders, had 
to be satisfied with a 1-1 draw with Arminia 
Bielefeld, while three-time champions 
Cologne are the mid-season tailenders 


Kaiserslautern 2 Hamburg SV | 
Arminia Bielefeld 1 Schalke 04 1 
1860 Munich 0 VfL Bochum 2 
Werder Bremen 2 EB Stuttgart 2 
BM’gladbach 0) VfL. Wolfsburg 2 
Karlsruhe SC 3 Hansa Rostock 0. 
Duisburg 0 Hertha Berlin 1 


FRANCE 


(Sea Monaco returned to the 
‘top of the French first division for the 
first time since winning the title last 
Season, courtesy of a magic 2-0 win at 
Chateauroux . 

Nigeria’s Viktor Ikpeba led the team 
back to first place by scoring in the 35th and 
82nd minutes, to bring his own tally this 
season to 12 goals, 

‘The opener came with a brilliant header 
from a cross by Ali Benarbia, The second 
arrived after the ball struck Chateauroux 
defender Nicolas Beaudoin, bewildering 
goalkeeper Frederic Gueguen, 

Marseille, who claimed the leadership for 
the first time in more than three years after 
crushing Auxerre 4-0 two weeks ago, 
slumped to their second consecutive away 
defeat, 1-0 at Nantes. 

“What I'm worried about is not that we 
missed the first place but that we lost our 
game,” said a perplexed Marseille coach 
Rolland Courbis, 

Olympique dominated the first half and 
had a goal denied in the 20th minute for 
offside by Xavier Gravelaine, 

But Nantes took over in the second half 
and had countless chances, only one of 
which, a superb shot from Jocelyn 
Gouryennec in the 53rd minute, finding the 
next, 

“Now we know how to make it back up 
there,” said Nantes manager Robert 

Budzinski, whose team are down in 12th 
place. 

Courbis complained of what he saw as 
unfair refereeing on Italian Fabrizio 
Rayanelli, since a media campaign hinting 
that he had faked the foul which awarded 
Marseille a penalty against Paris St Germain 
earlier this month. 

“Pim very sorry for Fabrizio but it would 
not have changed the outcome of this match. 
Nantes deserved to win,” he said, 

Lyon had reason to celebrate the 
recruitment of Parma rejects and former 
French internationals Daniel Bravo and 
Reynald Pedros: both scored in a 3-1 victory 
over Rennes. 


First Round' Championship 


“The Package includes: oa Day 


4974 GERMANY 1974 GERMANY 
4978 ARGENTINA 1978 ARGENTINA 
4982 SPAIN 1982 ITALY 
4986 MEXICO 1986 ARGENTINA 
4990 ITALY _ 1990 GERMANy 


4994 USA ; 1994 BRAZIL 
‘WE WERE THERE 


MARCONI TRAVEL, SEA AIR TRAVEL & JOHNNY WARREN 
THE MOST EXPERIENCED TOUR OPERATORS IN AUSTRALIA FOR THE 
WORLD CUP FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT INVITES YOU TO JOIN US AND 

SUPPORT YOUR FAVOURITE TEAM IN FRANCE 1998 


=o SFRMGVOV -- PINT SATO? HATA A WALPATOUSR 


T ‘one of the 
saddest 
darkest days in 
the history of 
Greek soccer, 
riots marred 
two games last 
weekend, the 
larger one at 
the Tonikes 
— Olympiakos game (0-1) resulting in 16 
arrests, 4 serious injuries and scores of 
less critical injuries, 

‘The riots spilled onto the field and in 
scenes reminiscent of the Sydney 
Olympic — Sydney City riot of a decade 
ago, the players themselves were 
assaulted and forced to fight back in self 
defence. At the end of the day Kyriakos 
Karataidis had a swollen jaw, Nikos 
Dabizis was suffening from calf injuries 
after being repeatedly stomped and Ilyia 
Ivits received an elbow to the face and 
suffered concussion and a broken nose. 
Assistant Olympiakes coach, Socrates 
Gemelos was carried unconscious to 
hospital after repeated blows and kicks to 
the head. 

Tonikos, former leaders, had a goal 
disallowed to Brewster in the first half for 
offside, but when Olympiakos scored late, 
all hell broke lose and it took half an hour 
to restore peace to the ground, 

Tn addition to the human cost, ground 
reairs are estimated as being an excess of 
$40,000. 

With a full FA inquiry underway, both 
teams have each received interim ground 
closures (four games) with dire 


_ | . iia =a 
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‘italian Attar: 


punishments in the offing, especially for 
Tonikos who have fronted the FA 
previously for disturbances in their game 
against PAOK. 

In equally disturbing scenes, 
Panathinaikos fans sparked off riots when 
they firebombed a police van during the 
half time interval. Police were forced to 
retreat and call for reinforcements. 
During the attack, a hooligan element 
(Thyra One) took advantage, destroying 
seats and throwing whatever was at hand, 
first at the police, then at other fans. 

‘The riots subsided only when all police 
officers were removed from the ground at 
the request of PAO President George 
Vardinogiannis. 


ikos Mahlas, the striker with the 

Midas touch, scored another hat- 
trick last weekend for Vitesse Amham to 
bring his total to 18 for the season. Ajax 
has been showing an interest over the last 
few weeks but the news of the week was 
that Europe’s three biggest clubs — 
Juventus, Real Madrid and Manchester 
United have all confirmed an interest in 
the player, 

Juve have yet to adequately replace 
Christian Vieri, Real are always on the 
look out for great strikers and are obvious 
targets, but the interest of Manchester 
United has been unexpected, 

Yet with the Marcelo Salas deal 
souring in the face of a $26 million fee, 
Alex Ferguson has already watched the 
Greek international three times, whom he 
can expect to pick up for a fraction of the 
Salas cost. Discussions have already 


taken place between the player and the 
English club but Mahlas is adopting a 
“wait and see” approach, preferring to 
wait for offers sure to come from the 
clubs on the continent before deciding. 

In the meantime, odds are shortening 
dramatically as to whether he can break 
Marco Van Basten’s (Dutch) League 
record of 37 goals for the season. 

voce 

f there was every any doubt that soccer 

is indeed a world game, the upcoming 
international to be played by Greece 
surely dispels that doubt, Confirmation 
has just arrived from Cameroon (what?!?) 
to include Greece as part of their World 
Cup preparations with a friendly to be 
played in Athens on April 15, 1998. And 
word is that Jamaica (you have to be 
kidding?!?) may also be interested in a 
mun. 

seeee 
he ENIC revolution at AEK goes on. 
With the injection of new funds by 
the English Company, AEK has spent the 
last few months re-signing its existing 
stars to long-term contracts, The latest 


recipients of ENIC’s generousity are 
Nikos Kostenglov (Syears) and Michael 
Kasapis (4years). 

Meanwhile UEFA is preparing to 
examine ENIC’s role in the ownership of 
four European clubs, including Glasgow 
Rangers. As yet, unsubstantiated claims of 
improper dealings and team stacking 
collusions are being treated as a joke by the 
English company, but UEFA seems 
determined to make a thorough 
examination of the company’s work 
practices and settle the matter once for all. 

‘eecce 
‘ew coaches. The coaching ‘Russian 
Roulette’ continues with two more 
teams appointing new coaches during the 
week. 

Ex-international Panionios keeper 
Vasilis Konstandinou replaces Nikos 
Grammenos at Korinth after signing a 
two year contract, and First Division 
Paneliakos has appointed Yiannis 
Kyrastas for his second spell at the club. 

eeeee 
e’s baaaack!!! Michael Trohanas has 
been unusually quiet the last few 
weeks ... but not any more. 

Last we heard he was seeking to buy a 
51% stake in Aris (Division Two) and the 
situation has been complicated by the 
appearance of a rival, after Trohanas gave 
a press conference announcing his offer 
had been accepted, last Tuesday. 

Zafeiris Samolades has thrown his hat 
into the ring in the 11th hour and the 
board appear ready to do an about face 
and renege on a verbal agreement (if 
indeed such an agreement exists) with 


Trohanas, who understandably is 
screaming blue murder. 

By Thursday the situation had become 
even murkier with current owner 
Lambros Gratas refusing to publicly 
confirm the sale of the club to Trohanas. 
‘The club needs $100,0000 within the next 
month to stave off receivership and the 
delays are doing nothing to enhance the 
precarious state of affairs at the club, 

The World of Trohanas continues soon * 
in a public place near you... 

00 


Panionios players have started training 
by themselves and refusing club calls to 
return to the club after it was revealed 
they are apparently owed close to 
$300,000 in back wages. 

If a solution is not found soon, strikes 
are a distinct possibility, throwing the 


club and the league into disarray... 


| All matches involving G 
feams in European Soccer’ 


All ames in the Greek Di 


i LISTEN TO THE 
EUROPEAN GAMES LIVI 


BY Joe Russo 


‘ans of Napoli must 
be longing for the 
days of Diego 
Maradona. The little 
maestro spent seven 
glorious years at the 
Club (1984 to 1991). 
During his time there he 
brought a feeling to the club 
that had never existed prior 
‘to that, and probably has 
never existed since. 
The club’s recent 2-0 loss 


Diego Maradona. 


to Lecce has seen them hit 
the bottom of the ladder for 
the first time in recent 
memory. 

Now once again they 
have sacked their coach. 
Carlo Mazzone was 
appointed less than a month 
ago when Bortolo Mutti was 
sacked. Now Mazzone too 
has departed. 

The new coach is 
Giovanni Galeone, a very 
experienced Serie A coach. 


Last year they had Gigi 
Simoni in charge but he too 
was sacked when they found 
out he had signed with Inter 
for this season. Vincenzo 
Montefusco was caretaker 
coach until the end of last 
season. 

So who-is to blame for 
this predicament? Club 
president, Corrado Ferlaino, 
surely must take a long hard 
look at himself and his off- 
season recruiting. A small 
fortune was spent on 
Calderon as a striker, but 
was someone like him worth 
it? He hasn’t been value for 
money and he is not the only 


one, 

Napoli, at this stage, need 
stability, yet Galeone’s 
arrival won't be without 
trouble. He is contractually 
linked to Serie B club 
Perugia until the 30th June, 
and they have no intention 
of releasing him until then. It 
remains to be seen what 
Galeone can do at Napoli to 
turn around the fortunes of 
this proud club. 


eee 


TROUBLE in the ranks 
of the Lazio club. The 
forward line is 
somewhat congested 
with Pierluigi Casiraghi, 
Roberto Mancini, Alen 
Boksic and Giuseppe 
Signori fighting for 
positions. 

Boksic and Signori have 


been regulars on the bench 
and so finally Signori has 
had enough. He has asked 
club president Sergio 
Cragnotti for a transfer and 
it seems that the president 
has agreed. 

A few years ago Cragnotti 
wanted to sell Signori and 
fans protested outside his 
office. It looks like Signori 
will be heading to 
Sampdoria or even to Spain 
to join Italian coach Claudio 
Ranieri at Valencia. a 

Mancini, of course, came 
to Lazio after 15 years at 
Sampdoria to join coach 
Sven Goran Eriksson. It now 
appears that Signori will be 
heading the other way. 

Signori’s career has been 
on the down slide in recent 
times. He hasn’t played for 


the national team since USA 


“04, when he fell out with 
then coach Arrigo Sacchi. 

‘The dispute was over the 
position that Signori was to 
play. Sacchi wanted him 
almost as a defender, and 
Signori, naturally, was not 
having any of it. It would 
take a miracle for him to be 
part of the squad for France 
98. 


eee 


THE transfer market in 
the Serie A is in full 
swing. Udinese have sold 
their 29 year old 
defender Giovanni Bia 
to Brescia. In turn 
Brescia has passed on 32 
year old defender 
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their respective 
European competitions: 
both lost 2-0. Juventus 
went down in Holland to 
Feyenoord in the 
Champions’ League and 
Inter lost in France to 
Strasbourg in the UEFA 
Ci 


Manfred Binz 
Borussia Dortmund. 
Bari have signed 24 year 
old Swedish striker Marcus 
Allbaeck and Parma are 
looking almost certain to 


to 


up. 
Inter also suffered the 


wow 


sign Brazilian attacker Paolo 
Nunes, who is currently with 
Benfica in Portugal. 


eee 


PACESETTERS 
Juventus and Inter both 
had surprise results in 


scare of losing their ace 
Ronaldo in the 70th minute 
with a knee injury. 
Fortunately it isn't serious 
and he should be back for 
this week's away game to 
Sampdoria, 


ee 


THE big games in Italy 
this week are in Turin 
and Genoa, Juventus 
face Lazio in what 
should be an enthralling 
contest. The Sampdoria 
- Inter clash in Genoa 
will be equally worth 
watching. 

Fans of Fiorentina, with 
leading goalscorer Gabriel 
Batistuta, will eagerly await 
the visit of Carlo Anceloti’s 


Parma. This clash in 
Florence will also be one to 
keep an eye on. 


The other 
matches are: 


Brescia - Empoli 
Lecce - Vicenza 
Milan - Bari 
Piacenza - Napoli 


HAMPIONS 
LEAGUE 


Rosenborg 
Real Madrid .. 


OSENBORG Trondheim stunned Real Madrid 2-0 

in a Champions’ League Group D match in bone- 
chilling temperatures on Thursday and Rosenborg coach 
Nils Ame Eggen hailed it as the club’s greatest victory. 

Goals from Roar Strand and Harald Brattbakk, in 
temperatures of minus eight Celsius, put on hold 
Madrid's hopes of qualifying outright for the quarter- 
finals. 

Giant-killing Rosenborg are now level with Real 
Madrid on ten points at the top of the group, but the 
Spaniards will qualify if they beat Porto at home in their 
last game, Rosenborg could be one of the two best 
Tunners-up if they beat Olympiakos. 

“The conditions weren't in our favour,” Real Madrid 
coach Jupp Heynckes said of a blanket of frost on the 
grass pitch that made his players slither around. “But a 
team like Real Madrid should be able to handle 
anything, We had a lot of wasted chances,” 

“Today wasn't our day but I'm convinced we will 
beat Porto at home in our last match and qualify,” he 
said. 

Real Madrid had hammered a lacklustre Rosenborg 
4-1 in Spain two months ago, 

Strand shocked the visitors with a diving headed goal 
just before half time, when the Spanish team seemed to 
be gaining the upper hand despite a string of squandered 
chances. 

Real had been unlucky not to score minutes earlier 
when Fernando Ruiz Hierro hit the post with a low 
sizzling free kick past the defensive wall. Raul blasted 
the rebound over the bar. 

Brattbakk made it 2-0 early in the second half, with a 
well-placed shot from just inside the penalty area. The 
goal delighted the packed 19,000 crowd in Brattbakk's 
last game in the Lerkendal stadium, 

Real Madrid striker Fernando Morientes, co-leader of 
the Spanish scoring table with eight goals, hit the 
crossbar in the second half as Real fought to get back 
into the game, 

Predrag Mijatovic also came close to scoring as Real 
battered against a solid Norwegian rearguard that also 
looked threatening on the break. 

Rosenborg’s veteran coach Eggen, for whom the 
match was a last game at Lerkendal before a one-year 
break from soccer, said that the game ranked “number 
‘one in Rosenborg’s history.” 

Young French international, Thierry Henry, scored 
twice in the final 16 minutes as Monaco rallied for a 3-2 
European Champions’ League Group F victory over 
Sporting Lisbon, 

Henry got the winner in the final minute as the 
French champions, Monaco, fought back from 0-2 
down. 

Sporting, out of quarter-final contention, led through 
goals from Luis Miguel (31) and Oceano (38pen) before 
Jean Tigana’s team began their fightback, 

David Trovepist pulled ‘one goal back with a 66th- 
minute header and Henry scored with shots in the 75th 
and 90th minutes as Monaco recorded their fourth win 
in five Champions’ League matches. 

Monaco and Bayer Leverkusen share the Group F 
lead with 12 points apiece. 


GROUP A 
BDortmund 4 Galatasaray 1 
Butt 22 Ergun 47 
Herrlich 34 
Zore 47, 86 
Parma 2 Sparta Prague 2 
Chiesa 21,90 Novotny 90, 
Obagdin 90 
Powe is F cA oP 
BDortmund 5 4 0 1 113 12 
Parma. See eee ) uo! Se) 
Sparta PragueS 1 2 2 68 5 
Galatasaray 5 1 0 4 3 103 
GROUP B 
Man, Utd 3 Kosice 0 
Cole 
Faktor 850g 
Sheringham 90 
Feyenoord 2 Juventus 0 
Cruz 66, 88 
Powe DAeka: P 
Man Utd lag Blt ai ita 5a 
Juventus 5 Ay ODT 8. 9) 
Feyenoord 5 2 0 3 70 6 
FCKosice 5 0 0 5 2 1220 


FOR FURTHER 


Direc 


GROUP C 
Dynamo Kiev 1 PSV Eindhoven 1 
Rebroy 19 De Bilde 65 
Barcelona 1 Newcastle United 0 
Giovanni 17 
PWD LFA P 
DynamoKievS 3 2 0 134 II 
PSVEindhoven 5 2 2 17 8 
NewcastleUtdS 1 1 3 5 8 4 
Barcelona 5 1 1 3 5 12 4 
GROUP D 
Porto 1 Rosenborg 1 
Porto 2 Olympiakos 1 
Jardell 27, 53 Gregorios 21 
Rosenborg 2 Real Madrid 0 
Strand 42 
Brattbakk 53 
Pe Weber F A P 
RealMadid S$ 3 1 1 14 10 
Rosenborg 5 3 1 1 16 10 
Olympiakos 5 1 1 3 4 124 
FC Porto Ed es ee SB ay 
GROUP E 
Besiktas 0 Bayer Munich = 2 
Jancker 5 
; Helmer 32 
Ifk Gothenburg Paris StGermain 1 
Rabesandratana 90 
fn We Dek AR, 
BMunich 5 4 0 1 135 12 
PStGermin 5 3 0299 9 
Besiktas Dig tadbee 3 SST 
IFKGbug 5 1 0 4 3 9 3 
GROUP F 
Monaco 3 Sporting Lisbon 2 
Trezeguet 66 Miguel 30 
Henry 75, 90 Oceano 38p 


t 


ABSW (8) 


European 
Yocase 


Lierse 0 Bayer Leverkusen 2 
Emerson 55 
Kirsten 66 
PW Dh hee 
ASMonaco 5 4 0 1 136 12 
BLeverkusen5 4 0 1 9 5 12 
SListon 5 1 1 3 7 104 
Lierse 501 42 01 
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THIRD ROUND, 
First LEG 


‘AVOURITES Inter Milan looked to be heading out 
of the UEFA Cup third round, after crashing to a 
sensational 2-0 defeat to Strasbourg in the first leg. 

Inter lost both the match and their Brazilian star 
Ronaldo, who limped off in the 70th minute with a 
worrying knee injury after a challenge from his Nigerian 
marker Godwin Okpara. 

Strasbourg, who had claimed the scalps of Liverpool 
and Glasgow Rangers in the previous rounds, rocked the 
Italian league leaders with two early goals and never 
looked back. 

‘The French side's skipper, Gerard Baticle, opened the 
scoring after ten minutes and went 2-0 up eight minutes 
later after a 25-yard thunderbolt from Valerien Ismael, 

Inter's first-half performance was riddled with errors, 
Gigi Simoni's team lacked conviction in midfield and 
even lacked bite up front - despite the Inter coach 
fielding an attacking line-up that included Maurizio 
Ganz. 

‘And things only improved slightly in the second half. 
Strasbourg were sharper and better organised than the 
Italians, but were fortunate to see a goal from Inter’s 
Argentinian substitute Diego Simeone ruled off-side, 

The tie was only two minutes old when Inter's 
Gianluca Pagliuca got an idea of what to expect - with 
Olivier Dacourt trying a looping shot which the 
goalkeeper only just tipped over the bar. 

But his luck ran out a few minutes later. David Zitelli 
hooked over a corner from the right, Pagliuca palmed 
the ball weakly away, but only as far as Baticle, who 
volleyed home from five yards past a line of three Inter 
defenders. 


from 


Eight minutes later, Strasbourg won a free-kick and 
Ismael unleashed a stunning drive into the top left-hand 
corner which, despite the distance, gave Pagliuca no 


chance, 

Inter pulled themselves together, but their only 
scoring chance was Ronaldo’s stinging long-distance 
free-kick in the 37th minute, which keeper Alexander 
Vencel pushed away for a comer. 

And only the bottom of Pagliuca’s post prevented 
Inter from trailing 3-0 at the break when Dacourt 
squeezed a potent free-kick through the Inter wall. 

‘The Milan side again struggled to contain the French 
in the second half, and things only began to improve 
when Simoni threw on winger Francesco Moriero for 
Brazilian midfielder Ze Elias. 

Ganz, saw two angled shots blocked and a wickedly 
deflected snap-shot from Moriero on the hour hit the 
post with Vencel beaten. 

Moriero tested Vencel again in the last 15 minutes 
with a dipping shot from outside the area, while 
Strasbourg remained a constant menace on the counter- 
attack. 

It was a particularly disappointing night for Inter 
skipper Giuseppe Bergomi, who matched Ray 
Clemence’s record of 104 European Cup appearances, 
and whose side now need a goal blitz at San Siro in a 
fortnight’s time if they are to reach the quarter-finals. 

Italy's Lazio beat Rapid Vienna 2-0 in a stormy third- 
round first-leg UEFA Cup tie, which saw both sides 
reduced to ten men in the second half. 

Rapid lost Oliver Freund in the 57th minute after the 
German midfielder picked up his second yellow card for 
handball, while Italian striker Roberto Mancini was sent 
off in the 63rd minute immediately after scoring Lazio's 
second goal. 

Mancini profited from a mistake in Rapid’s defence 
to fire home after 62 minutes, then brought down 
Christian Prosenik for his second yellow card. 

Pierluigi Casiraghi put the Italian side in front in the 
38th minute, fastening onto the ball after a shot from 
Mancini was parried by Rapid goalkeeper Raimund 
Hedi. 


AAmsterdam 4 — Vfl Bochum 2 
Braga 0 Schalke 04 0 
Croatia Zagreb 1 Alletico de Madrid 1 
Karlsruhe 0 Spartak Moscow 0. 
Rapid Vienna 0 Lazio 2, 
SBucharest 2 Aston Villa 1 
Strasbourg 2 Internazionale 0 
FCTwente 0 Auxerre 1 
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Chelsea On Merit 


Ruud Gullit had no doubts Chelsea had 
moved up into third place in the 
Premiership on merit after two late 
penalties sank bottom club Everton at 
Stamford Bridge. 

Dennis Wise and Gianfranco Zola 
converted the spot kicks, with the 
Dutch master saying: “We deserve to 
be in third position because of the way 
we play. We created more chances at 
Blackburn but the ball didn’t want to go 
in the net. Tonight it did.” 

Then, Gullit expressed his sympathy 
for beleaguered Everton boss Howard 
Kendall, who had central defender 
Slaven Bilic sent-off for a professional 
foul in the final seconds. “I can 
understand his feelings. He Is more 
emotionally involved because he loves 
Everton. He knows that his position at 
the club Is at stake. 

“| had a word with Bilic at the end 
because | felt sorry for him, He was 
excellent and the referee could have 
‘spared him,” 

Frustrated Everton fans rounded on 
chairman Peter Johnson at the end but 
he said: “I'm totally committed to 
Everton. I'll be there. | won't be selling. 
If supporters want to shout at me, | 
don’t mind that as long as they get 
behind the team. We're all in this 
together.” 


; The Republic of Ireland full back 
provided Alex Ferguson, who yesterday 


admitted he did not even know who 
would take his side’s penalties in Inwin’s 
absence, with a huge boost by 
promising that he would return for the 
tun-in to the Champions’ League, 
Championship and FA Cup. 


That run-in was made all the easier 
when, ironically, Feyenoord beat 
Juventus 2-0 in their Champions’ 
League group match. 

Juventus midfielder Alessandro Del 
Piero was booked and will therefore 
miss his club’s rematch against United. 

Irwin, who is already back in training 
following his knee injury, said: “I've no 
idea where stories about me being out 
for the season have come from. | 
should be there or thereabouts for the 
first team by Christmas. 

“The Bosvelt tackle is over and done 
with and | think everyone should just 
leave it alone now. 

“The player has told me that he didn’t 
tealise the extent of the publicity and 


sorry it happened. 

“From the reports I’ve got, he’s not 
usually the kind of guy who does that 
sort of thing and at least he has 
apologised. It wasn’t a nice tackle but it 
Is over now.” 


Fashanu An Agent 


John Fashanu’s bid to become a 
football agent, after being cleared of 
i match-fixing charges, has been held 
up as FIFA are waiting for a 
recommendation from the FA, who 
both claim, is up to the other to 
decide whether to grant the former 
Wimbledon striker a licence. 

The FA say they have carried out the 
ormal checks on the former 
Wimbledon striker and that it is now up 
fo FIFA to decide. 


Dalglish Challenge 


Kenny Dalglish challenged his beaten 
Newcastle stars, who bowed out of the 
European Champions’ League 1-0 in 
Barcelona, to return next season with 
a vengeance, 


Faustino Asprilia © 


He shrugged aside the fact that 
injuries to major stars like Alan Shearer 
and Faustino Asprilla had undermined 
his team, noting: “We hope to learn 
from our experience. Once you have 
tasted it you want more, you want to go 
back. We must strive to get back into 
this competition next season if we 
can.” 


Forest Resisting 


Nottingham Forest resisted 
Middlesbrough's attempt to knock 
them off the top of Division One, with 
goalkeeper Dave Beasant producing a 
series of late saves to secure a 
goalless draw. 


Forgive and Forget 


Denis Irwin ended the bitter war of 
words with Paul Bosvelt when he 
pardoned the Feyenoord ‘hitman’ for 
the vicious foul that has sidelined him. 
Irwin also quashed rumours that he 
would miss the rest of the season and 
promised to return within a month. 


Wimbledon For 
Eire? 


+ Wimbledon are planning to kick off the 
: next millennium in Dublin, 

2 After all the rumours, denials and 
whispers in the corridors of football, the 
move across the Irish Sea is definitely 


on. 

A consortium behind the scheme to 
felocate the ‘Crazy Gang’ is expected to 
announce plans for the proposed $320. 
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that he is perceived as a monster. He is = 


were released by Soccer's world 
governing body, which said the winner 
will be announced at the World Player 
Gala in Disneyland Paris on January 
12. 

The top three will share the stage 
with the first players inducted into 
FIFA‘s International Football Hall of 
Champions: Franz Beckenbauer, Bobby 
Chariton, Michel Piatini and Pele. 

All the candidates cited by FIFA play 
for European clubs, including two with 
Real Madrid (Brazil's Roberto Carlos and 
‘Spain’s Raul). Brazil's Ronaldo, who 
now plays for Inter Milan, won the award 
last year while with FC Barcelona. Dutch 
striker Bergkamp plays for English club 
Arsenal, while Frenchman Zidane is with 
Juventus of Turin. 

Previous winners, apart from 
Ronaldo, have included Lothar 
Matthaeus, Marco Van Basten, Roberto. 
Baagio, Romario and George Weah. The 
annual FIFA awards will include the fair 
play prize, team of the year and most 
improved team of the year. 


a 


million move in January, with a view to 
kicking off the 1999-2000 Premiership 
‘season in the Irish capital. 

This news is sure to shock 
Wimbledon‘s small, but loyal, army of 
fans, who staged a one-hour protest 

igainst the move at Selhurst Park 
following their 5-2 defeat by 
Manchester United. 

This latest development comes in 
the wake of speculation that the Irish 
Government have informally given the 
scheme its blessing. 

Members of the consortium met. 
government officials in Dublin and a 
source close to the group confirmed 
that the meeting had been “extremely 


positive’. 
Property millionaire Owen 

O'Callaghan - the main player at the 

Irish end - already has a site and 

+ planning permission for a 40,000 

= capacity stadium in the Clondalkin area 

: of west Dublin. 

= This follows a recent informal 

: conference between members of the 

} consortium - including Sam Hammam, 

} his brother Ned and Irish millionaire 

: property developer O'Callaghan, with 

; Ireland's European Commissioner 

Padraig Flynn, in Brussels. 


Pele: In FIFA’s International 
Football Hall of Champions. 


Witness Cleared 


The key witness in the recent match- 

+ fixing trial involving former Liverpool 

: star, Bruce Grobbelaar, was cleared of 

trying to derail the case by accepting 

£ $480,000 to leave Britain. 
Zimbabwean businessman, Chris. 

Vincent, contacted one of the four 

defendants, former Wimbledon ace 

John Fashanu, months before the case 

and offered not to give evidence in 

? exchange for the cash, a court heard. 

Vincent was alleged to have added: 


ss 
oe 


ve 


A spokesperson for Flynn’s office 
confirmed that a meeting had taken 
place but refused to be drawn on what 
had been discussed. Flynn, though, is 
feported to trave told the consortium 
that they were free to move to Dublin 
under EU laws and there is nothing the 
FA, the FAI, UEFA or FIFA can do about 
it. 


“Things are going to be made clear in 
January but the move has been given 
the unofficial backing of the Irish 
Government,” said a source close to 
the group. 


And The Winner 


Dennis Bergkamp, of Arsenal, Roberto 
Carlos, Raul, Ronaldo and Zinedine 

idane - all with European clubs - are 
the first candidates named for FIFA’s 
‘Player of the Year’ award. The names 


‘Dennis Bergkamp] 


Zinedine Zidane: 
Candidate for 
FIFA’s ‘Player of - 
the Year’ award. 


The conversation was recorded by 
Fashanu’s agent and Vincent was 
arrested and charged with attempting 
to pervert the course of justice. 

But Vincent, 39, told police he had 
‘no intention of disappearing and 
claimed he was trying to set up. 
Fashanu. 

The Crown Prosecution Service 
announced that it was dropping the 
charge of attempting to pervert the 
course of justice against Vincent, a 
former business partner of Grobbelaar. 

Stephen Parish, prosecuting, told 
Winchester Crown Court that the Crown 
was offering no evidence against him. 

Judge Martin Tucker told Vincent, as 
he sat grinning In the dock: “I am glad 
in retrospect that | felt able to grant you 
bail all those months ago. 

“You are free to go.” 

In August, a jury cleared Grobbelaar, 
39, Fashanu, 54, and former 
Wimbledon goalkeeper Hans Segers, 
35, along with Malaysian businessman. 
Heng Suan Lim, 32, of conspiring to 
give and accept corrupt payments. 


Leeds On The 
Lookout 


Leeds manager George Graham has 
taken a third look at Rosenborg striker 
Sigurd Rushfeldt, during the Norwegian 
club’s Champions’ League game at 
home to Real Madrid, 

Graham is still undecided whether to 
move for Rushfeldt, despite having 
money available to spend on new 
players and watching the 24-year-old 
score the first goal in a 2-0 win over 
Porto recently. 

The Elland Road boss, however, is 
determined to strenathen his forward 
line to maintain his team’s high-flying 
place in the Premiership, even though 
he already has four strikers on the 
books - Harry Kewell being one of 
them, 


: Whitehouse Out 
For Season 


: Tong-serving ield United 

midfielder, Dane Whitehouse, could be 
= out of action for a year after suffering 
| a serlous Knee injury, the English First 
Division club has said. 

The 27-year old, who has spent his 
entire career with the Blades, faces: 
surgery this week to repair anterior 
cruciate and lateral ligament damage. 

Whitehouse, who sustained the injury 
during the goal-less draw with Port 
Vale, underwent a scan and saw an 
orthopaedic specialist, before the club’s 
worst fears were confirmed. 

Club doctor, Derek Spence, said: “In 
a purely medical context one always 
as to be negative on this. 

“But one hopes there is a 70 to 80 
percent success rate of recovery. Dane 
is one of the fittest players, one of the 
best trainers and a totally committed 
footballer.” 


aving won the previous season’s 
Cup Winners play-off, 4-2 
against Arsenal, Blackpool turned 
its attention to the League. Once 
more the League had two Northern 


By STUART JONES 


also were good enough to raise 18,000 
pounds for charity). 

The League Cup (Northem section) saw 
Blackpool, Manchester City, Aston Villa, 
and Sheffield United as the semi-finalists. 


England: Final Tables 


North 
(Ending 25 December 1943) 


championships, the first ending in Blackpool and Villa were victorious over D 4 a E . 
December and the latter in May _ two legs and thus met in the final. The first Bo “en45 30; 28 
1944, match ended 2-1 to Blackpool, but in the AS MRED 49H =9), 
Blackpool won 12 of their 18 games to return Jeg the ‘Brummie’ club won 4-2 to Bre BS Teas as) — 37 
take the title on goal percentage over deny Blackpool a chance of the wartime 3 4 6 WB 26 
Manchester United, with Liverpool and ‘double’. 4 2 48 25 26 
Doncaster Rovers just a point behind. In In the South, Chelsea scored an extra 3 Sas 25 = 95 
their 18 games Blackpool's watertight time winner over Reading to make the Wa 5, a3 C3278 - 25 
defence conceded only 20 goals. final. Their opponents would be Charlton, see aa mee, aay 3 
Bath played just two games outside their + who scored three goals with no reply in 3- a 4s. 31 23: 
area, both against Aston Villa, and found their semi final. In the final, 85,000 people 5.4 60 3 2 
this to be a considerable advantage. In _ witnessed Revell (2) and Welsh score for 6 2 47 32 2 
fact, the non-league side won the second Charlton, while Chelsea’s Payne converted 6 2 8 4 a 
‘North Championship’, again on goal a penalty. In the Cup Winners match, 8 2 . ey a an 
difference, this time with Wrexham as Charlton and Aston Villa ended with 8 6 4 3 31 20 
runners-up, and Liverpool were again honours even as they drew 1-1. 97 2 38 35 20 
third, The Minor League Cup West was won 97 23 8 20 
Bath had also used loan players, such as by Bath City, with the runners-up being 8 6 4 43 45 «#20 
Stan Mortensen, and by the end of the Cardiff City. 9 7 2-4 4 20 
season they had used an incredible 52 _In Scotland, Rangers were again 8 7 3 32 36 19 
players, including nine different goal Southern Champions, finishing a clear 8 7 3 42 44 «19 
keepers! Two of their wins came over _ seven points ahead of Celtic. Their win 8 8 2 40 SI 18 
Aberaman Athletic, in successive weeks was thanks mainly to 27 goals from on ey pa oe by 
(16-3 at home and 8-1 away!). McIntosh, who ended top goal scorer with 5: Sibeeyiea7r 31. 17 
Carlisle had re-applied to enter the Herd from Hamilton, 6 Sake oes 290 17 
League, but were knocked back because of Ibrox’s ‘second side’ also won the Se sla sdieesee-S0'> 17. 
the distance factor. Autumn Cup and the Spring tournament, 6.8 4 33.30" 16 
It was the same story for Bournemouth but missed out on winning the second 6 8 4 49 48 16 
and Norwich, although it was thought the series in the North-East League on goal 7 9 2 3842 16 
influence of the London clubs on the difference, 7 9 2 35 40 16 
Southern competition had a lot to do with Again a new points system had been 6 8 4 27 36 16 
those teams’ continued absence, Each adopted for this series. It awarded two 7 9 2 33 SI 16 
Southern team played thirty games and _ points for a win at home, one for a home 3 a ; ni 2 B 
Tottenham clearly came out on top, five draw, three points for an away win, and 710 1 30 44° 15 
points ahead of West Ham, In the West - two for an away draw: Aberdeen were the 58 5 4 oS 
which was only played in the first half of team that came out on top. In the first 48 6 3 2B 14 
the season - Loyell’s finished on top. series, Raith Rovers ended three points 59 4 32°37 14 
Crowds in all competitions continued to clear of runners-up Hearts, Suge 4 234 44 
grow, despite the increase in bombing The Scottish War Cup Final, between ‘Quay aig ©. 352952014 
raids, For instance, more than 40,000 saw iperutany aad xangets, finished equal, SiedO 993, -30242°= 43 West 
Spurs beat West Ham in January, and the however Hibernian won 6-5 on corners. 6 wilaee t= 31" 44 13 . 
Pape derby drew 45,000 at Goodison With neither Rangers nor Celtic Sei 232 Ade yd) (Ending 25 December 1943) 
involved in the Summer Cup, Motherwell ASI 3). 27 AT enll "He Pe 6 ea ce i 09 
oe Wembley, England v Scotland drew defeated Clyde by one goal to nil in the Bios aes Ve fe sn Be Ze 6 a0 162, 30.5098) 
great interest (the 80,000 strong crowd Final. Arrlt. 33,426 =53% 1h 8 Mb «65°10 45 ag 893 
Bld, 0) 2h 6 10 Bin oO Bywal — oat azo 
fold col, Path. 8 ee eg a eae ar das 
A a Re IL Bhen8 19 Sd! 92 36 S017 
8 BP tet a 25 95662 
North (Second Championship) 
27 December 1943 to May 1944) League North Cup 
Qualifying Competion 
He ere ne eee (27 Dec 1943 to 26 Feb 1944) 
2. “862-29, 34 WE SDR eae Pe 
Be eos eagzren 91 0% 2 
4° 5 54 30 29 0 8 1 150 etl a 17: 
ee pee) ORE Sin PRs 19" 7 
5° 3°53 27 «27 1d in! care aaa’ meas Je 
7°) 5328 °27 0) yo a 53316 AAS. 
429 65°39 07 ONG PLES SakeS re 14 er) 
5 4°50 30 (26 10 6 1 328 18 «15 
7109 “47 36796 DF TB AOD AR 6 Te 
8 1 73 39 25 De TAG a ens BAO al 
6 5\ 1664525 Oi Gai Detese S32: A) el 
) 0 YEE pore bp mo lnm 9 
escalate 0. 7 3.0 3, 20 14 
5 5, DS Na he ae aS lbs 283) 
ae eae OF ao aR deme 13: 118 
he ae Saree 0 52 3 2 6 B 
ee 5 acter OS Shed MBI IT 1S 
Aberdeen 8 2 4 30 2 0 he ae 
Dunfermline SSA 45-93) 22 9 5-2 2 0 fl 2 
Dundee Utd Ad cA? 93. = 21 jose 2) 9 
Rangers Siews, 33, Pt Ol fee eee ie ee eee 
East Fife 7 5 40 36 21 OS 4 dee28 14 1 
Falkitk 5 4 34 30 20 0-3 304 14 1 
ay Saeed (De ci imeeeyaeie eT 
ae eee Dike. Aid 20) 1d st 
9 0 44 49 0 0 Sosot Set 5202.16: eal 
8 4 322 36 20 er 3 3) S25 85: Sa 
8 3 30 27 19 La rea ee e's eee, 
10 3 41 40 19 0 5p 118) 18 
EEO SG AS 10, 0 Se oe ID ee aes ih 
10 3 42 49 «19 0 ei 220 16) 1G! 
T 3 34 40 19 Le nc: ag ee ha) 
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SOUTH AMERICA 


— Conpiled by Mario Erchary — 


SOUTH AMERICAN WORL 
CUP QUALIFYING WRAP-UP: 


By Mario Etchart with Aidan Ormond 


It’s been 20 months of toil and sweat, heartache and joy. Now 
that it’s over, ABSW looks back on the World Cup qualifying 
rounds in South America and assesses the teams that are now 
brushing up on their French language skills, and those who 
must wait another four years to be part of the biggest show on 


earth: the World Cup 


of Football ... 


The ‘Magnificent Four’ who qualified 


are: 


ARGENTINA 
PARAGUAY 


COLOMBIA 
CHILE 


**Brazil (defending champions 


qualify automatically) 

WEL 
QUALI- 
FIBERS: | 


Argentina: 


Coach Passarella said the Argentine side would 
qualify, and they did! And all this despite cri 
cism of the coach's style by some sections of the 
local media. 

After starting well they were defeated by 
Ecuador 2-0 away, followed by some uninspir- 
ing draws with Paraguay, Chile and Pera. 
However, the turning point may have been the 
1-0 victory over Colombia, after which the team 
did not look back. 

55 players were used in this campaign by 
Passarella, but two who did not pull on the blue 
and white striped shirt were Maradona and 
Real’s Redondo (which received the predictable 
response from members of the media). 
Nevertheless, the B: ita and Crespo partner- 
ship fired up-front, with little Ariel Ortega pro- 
viding the spark just behind the front two. 
Other players to cover themselves in glory were 


AUSTRALIAN.AND-BRITISH:SOCG 


Marcelo Gallardo and 
tough defender Roberto 
Sensini, who made the 
All-Star selection picked 
by “Mr South American 
Soccer’, Mario Etchart. 


Paraguay: 
To many they are the 
surprise packet of the 
qualifiers. Coached by a Brazilian, Paolo Cesar 
Carpegiani, they have fine tuned their game to 
include a more refined and technical approach 
to what has traditionally been a physical 
approach to their play. 

The highlight of the campaign was the 1-1 draw 
with Argentina in Buenos Aires, with a goal 
from the legendary goalkeeper Chilavert. 
However the stars of the side include young 
gun strikers Benitez and Rojas, well backed up 
by Gamarra, Ayala and the doughty Sotomayer. 


Colombia: 


When you think of Colombia then one name 
(and hairstyle!) will always come to mind: 
Carlos ‘Pibe’ Valderrama. 

What can you say about this veteran? He is sim- 
ply an inspiration to a side that is already 
packed with talented players (Asprilla and 


me CMHUWAWN AWN HE 
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Oscar Cordoba (Colombia) 
Francisco Arce (Paraguay) 
Carlos Gamarra (Paraguay) 
Roberto Sensini (Argentina) 
Jorge Bermudez (Colombia) 
Jose Chamot (Argentina) 
Marcelo Salas (Chile) 

Roberto Acuna (Paraguay) 
Diego Simeone (Argentina) 

0 Carlos Valderrama (Colombia) 
1 Ivan Zamorano (Chile) 


Rincon to name just two). 

This will be their third consecutive World Cup 
Finals, and no doubt they will be hoping that 
this coming campaign will be less controversial 
than their last in the USA. 

A team with plenty of potential but they have 
yet to realise this at the business end of the soc- 
cer scale: The World Cup. 


Chile: > 


It's been 15 years for 
Chile since their last 
qualification for a 
World Cup, and in 
Marcelo Salas and 
Ivan Zamorana, they 
have potentially one of a» 
the most explosive | 
strike forces in the a 
world, 

This dynamic nature was demonstrated in their 
last two qualifying games when they had to beat 
Peru and Bolivia, and did they what! They 
thrashed Peru 4-1 and Bolivia 3-0, with Salas 
causing headlines all round the world with a 
four goal ‘demolition job’ on the shell shocked 
Peruvians (shortly after this a report surfaced 
that Man Utd were thinking about a possible 
A$40 million transfer to Old Trafford for the 
striker). 

However it wasn’t all plain sailing, with Chile 
replacing coach Azkogorta with Nelson Acosta 
after three games. Also Chile and Peru finishing 
on equal points, 


with the Willa 
Chileans going 

through on goal Kale 
difference, was American 
obviously a have his 
close call but in hande'odl 
the end the ; 
Salas/Zamorano BU 
combination in seven 
scored enough months? 


goals to get their 


nation through. Both ended up in the team of 
the series. 

In defence the stars were Pedro Reyes and the 
uncompromising Javier Margas. 


HE 
ALSO RANS: 


Peru: 


Coached by former great, Oblitas, they just 
missed out, ending up equal with Chile. 
However their lack of commitment when needed 
must be a worrying factor. Nevertheless, Jorge 
Soto, Noberto Solano, Carranza and Flavio 
Maestri have shown there is quality in the team, 
led up front by top scorer Roberto Palacios. 


Ecuador: 


Despite a brilliant victory over Argentina, 2- 
0, followed by a 4-0 thrashing of the hapless 
Uruguay, their home form generally let them 
down. 

Best players were Alex Aguinaga and Ariel 
Graziani. Always good to watch but lack the 
discipline needed over a long qualifying cam- 
paign. 


Uruguay: 


Their U/20 side have done them proud, but their 
senior team have once again appeared to be a 
divided and disjointed side, notwithstanding the 
redoubtable Enzo Francescoli. 

Unfortunately the big-name Euro players failed 
to impress in a campaign that featured a stag- 
gering 70 players, and three coaches!! Little 
wonder, with such a turnover, that they strug- 
gled. 

Paolo Montero and Daniel Fonseca are great 
players but teams with champion players will 
always be beaten by champion teams. Enough 
said. 


Bolivia: 


‘Dad's Army’ may be a suitable name for this 
‘experienced’ outfit. Keeper Trucco is 41, 
Marcos Sandy is 38, and Rimba and Cristaldo 
are 39 and 37 respectively. Where is the new 
blood? 

No doubt the stars are Etcheverry, Sanchez and 
Baldivieso, but they are carrying their older 
team mates. 

Big changes need to be made to the game in 
general, in terms of infrastructure etc., before 
they can mount a serious challenge. 


Venezuala: 


Best performer was keeper Rafael Dudamel, 
who is a superb custodian, yet even his skills 
could not hold back the tide of 42 goals pouring 
in courtesy of a brittle Venuzualan defence. 

Yet the real problem was at the other end where 
they only scored eight goals in 16 games. If 
they find a striker or two, and tighten up at the 
back, this solid side may just cause a surprise or 
two in the 2002 qualifiers. 


Marcelo Salas: May well be the 
star of the show in France. 


(FA have named the 

players who are to take 
part in the ‘gala’ match - 
Europe v Rest of the 
World - to be played at the 
World Cup draw in 
Marseille on December 4. 


Europe: 
Goalkeepers - Andreas 
Koepke (Germany, 


Olympique Marseille), 
Frode Grodas (Norway, 
Chelsea) 

Defenders/Midfielders - 
Heimo Pfeifenberger 
(Austria, Werder Bremen), 
Krassimir Balakoy 
(Bulgaria, VfB Stuttgart), 
Alan Nielsen (Denmark, 
Tottenham Hotspur), Paul 
Ince (England, Liverpool), 
Zinedine Zidane (France, 
Juventus), Paolo Maldini 
(Italy, AC Milan), Marius 
Lacatus (Romania, Steaua 
Bucharest), Fernando Hierro 
(Spain, Real Madrid) 

Strikers - Alen Boksic 
(Croatia, Lazio), Gary 
McAllister (Scotland, 
Coventry), Dejan Savicevic 
(Yugoslavia, AC Milan) 

Coach - ‘Franz 
Beckenbauer 


Kest of 
the 
World 


Goalkeepers - Jacques 
Songo’o (Cameroon, 
Deportivo La Coruna), Jose- 
Luis Chilavert (Paraguay. 
Velez Sarsfield) 

Defenders/Midfielders - 
Javier Margas (Chile, 
Universidad), Myung-Bo 
Hong (South \ Korea, 
Bellmare  Hiratsuka), 
Hidetoshi Nakata (Japan, 
Bellmare _—_Hiratsuka), 
Nourredine Naybet 
(Morocco, _ Deportivo 
Coruna), Marcelino Bernal 
(Mexico, Monterrey), 
Nwankwo Kanu (Nigeria, 
Inter Milan), Hussain 
Sulimani (Saudi Arabia), 
Adel Sellimi (Tunisia, 
Nantes), Marcelo Balboa 
(US., Colorado Rapids) 

Strikers - Gabriel 
Batistuta (Argentina, 
Fiorentina), Ronaldo 
(Brazil, Inter Milan), Carlos 
Valderrama (Colombia, 
Miami Fusion), Deon 
Burton (Jamaica, Derby 
County) 

Coach - Carlos Alberto 
Parreira (Brazil) 


PLUS: It has been 
reported that Australia’s Ned 
Zelic will play for the world 
team. 


World 


Cup 
Poster 


he official poster for 
next year’s World Cup 
has finally been unveiled 
by organisers, and was 
designed by a young art 
school student with no 
interest in the game! 
The World Cup 
organising committee (CFO) 
had decided that the poster 


should not be the work of an finding mission ahead of the 
established artist and 2002 World Cup to be co- 
launched a contest among hosted by Japan and South 
art schools in the nine cities Korea. 

which will host matches. The FIFA President said 

Nathalie Le Gall, who he hoped North Korea 
lives in Montpellier, was would join South Korea to 
picked for her naive and form a combined team for 
colourful painting, said to the 2002 World Cup and 
portray “values of _ that, if FIFA’s suggestion 
universality, emotion and was accepted, he would 
sharing.” travel to the North Korean 

“These are the values 
which prompted me into 
taking part in the project. I 
had no interest in football 
but I've always respected the 
passion for the sport,” she 
said, 

Fernand Sastre, joint 
president of the CFO, said: 
“{’m happy about this choice 
because the three basic ideas 
we wanted to promote are 
there. It is naive like 
childhood and youth, 
colourful as the world and 
has shades of blue, white 
and red, like France.” 


Palestine 
vs Israel 


friendly 


FA are trying to set up 

a friendly match 
between Palestine and 
Israel in New York, FIFA 
president Joao Havelange 
said, 

At a news conference, he 
stated he is holding talks 
with Palestinian President, 
Yasser Arafat, about 
organising the game. 


Korean team played in the 
1991 World Youth 
Championships in Portugal. 
“If we could reach the 
same entente as we did in 
1991 it would be valuable 
and important for the 
relationship between the two 
countries,” said Havelange. 
He added that he would 
write to the President of the 
North Korean Football 


“If we succeed we will 


once more show the world Jose-Luis Chilavert 


Paul Ince 


that through football we can capital of Pyongyang as 
reach solutions that neither  800n as possible. r 

the politicians, businessmen He said he also would like 
or diplomats can achieve,” North Korea to share some 
he added, of the role as a co-host with 


Havelange, flanked by South Korea. 


a aa 
World Cup Korea 


UEFA President Lennart The FIFA President 
Johansson, is ona fact- _ recalled that a combined 


Federation to tell him of 
FIFA’s wishes. He will also 
suggest that North Korea 
should host at least one of 
the group matches if the 
border with South Korea is 
opened. 

A World Cup match could 
take place at the 100,000 
capacity Pyongyang 
stadium, if the Koreas sign a 
peace accord, he said. 

The first peace talks since 
1954, are due to start in 
Geneva on December 9 
between the two Koreas, the 
United States and China. 

North and South Korea 
have been technically at war 
since the 1950-53 Korean 
war ended in an armistice. 

Korean Football 
Association President Dr. 
Chung Mong Joon has 
pushed for North Korea to 
take part in the 2002 World 
Cup since FIFA decided last 
year that Japan and South 
Korea could share the 
tournament, the first time it 
has been co-hosted. 

Havelange had arrived in 
Tokyo from. Seoul where he 
promised to invite North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Il 
and the next South Korean 
President to the World Cup 
opening ceremony in 
France. 

In Tokyo, the FIFA 
delegation declared 
themselves impressed after 
inspecting the 70,000-all- 
Seater Yokohama 
Intemational Stadium, which 
lies to the south-west of 
Tokyo. The venue, which is 
nearing completion, could 
host the 2002 World Cup 
Final. 


Shanghai 


nghai Shenhua beat 

Chinese Army 1-0 to 
grab second place in 
China’s professional A- 
league, the Xinhua news 
agency reported, 

Shanghai defender Wu 
Chengying blasted the only 


goal in the 27th minute of 
the match to put the hosts 
away for good despite 
several fast attacks by Army 
in the second half, Xinhua 
said, 

Shanghai snatched second 
place from Beijing Guo'an, 
who had a goalless tie at 
home with Chongging’s 
Vanguards Huandao, the 
news agency said. 

First-place Dalian Wanda 
held on to their unbeaten 
streak by crushing hosts 
Qingdao Hainiu 3-0, even 
though they did not field 
their internationals, Hao 
Haidong and Sun Jihai. 

All goals came in the first 
half, with Wang Peng 
nailing two of them. 

Jinan Taishan rallied from 
one goal down to beat visitors 
Yanbian Aodong 2-1 

The match was tied 1-1 
until the 80th minute, when 
Jinan slammed in a powerful 
Jong shot to clinch the win. 

Guangzhou Apollo drew 
in a goalless encounter with 
visiting Tianjin Samsung, 
while a header in the 88th 
minute lifted Sichuan 
Quanxin to a win over last- 
place Guangdong 
Hongyuan. 


Jamaica 
In Gold 
Cup 


j™ a, who have 
qualified for their first 
World Cup Finals, will 
replace Canada in next 
February’s Gold Cup 
soccer tournament, 
CONCACAF have 
reported. 


The Gold Cup, to be 
played in Miami, Oakland 
and Los Angeles, is the 


region’s Nations 
Championship. 
Canada withdrew 


following their last-place 
finish in the CONCACAF 
final qualifying round for 
France 98, and the 
resignation of national coach 
Bobby Lenarduzzi, 
CONCACAF said. 

Jamaica followed Mexico 
and the United States in 
claiming a place in France 
on the last day of the 
qualifying competition. 

In addition to 
CONCACAFP’s three World 
Cup finalists, the ten-nation 
Gold Cup tournament 
includes Brazil, Honduras, 
Trinidad, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Costa Rica and 
Cuba. 


U.S. 
Coach 


Worthy 


teve Sampson has 
proved a worthy 
successor as the United 
States’ coach, leading the 
country to the 1998 Finals 


in confident style. 


He was an assistant to 
Milutinoyie, who guided the 
Americans to the second 
round of the 1994 World 
Cup, where they lost 1-0 to 
eventual champions Brazil. 
Sampson took over in 1995 
when Milutinovic quit to 
take over as the Mexican 
coach (he was subsequently 


sacked last week). 


Sampson, 40, a college 


bend 


SOCCER 


player who became a 


succes 


ful college coach, hit 


the ground running as he led 
the United States to a 
surprise semi-fina! berth in 
the 1995 Copa America, 
with victories over Chile, 


Argentina and Mexico, 
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